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Another branch of the Baptist Church has its Sun- 
day-school story told in our columns this week. The 
Rev. G. C. Waterman speaks for the Freewill Bap- 
tists—or Arminian Baptists, as distinct from the Cal- 
vinistic Baptists. 


In no presentation of the sin of lying, of lying with 
the best of motives, and for the best of causes, has the 
truth been expressed more pungently and compactly, 
than in a declaration on this subject by the Rev. Dr. 
Samuel Cox, in the latest number of The Expositor, 
of London. He says plainly : “ A lie is not less, but 
a thousand fold more, a lie, when men ‘ lie for God.’” 





No American philosopher in the realm of moral 
science has excelled Dr. Mark Hopkins in clearness 
of apprehension and in simplicity of statement, in 
his field of study. He thinks and reasons so as to 
command the respect of profound scholars. He 
writes and speaks so that a child can understand him. 
What he has to say this week on “the place and part 
of miracles in the apostolic work” will be a help to 
many readers who have puzzled over this theme. 
Those who have noted former discussions on this sub- 
ject in these columns will observe what Dr. Hopkins 
has to say of the effect of miracles on the hearts of 
those who witness them. The end of an organized 
Christianity, he says, “is moral and spiritual. It is 
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mation of them into the image of Christ. This, no 
miracle has any tendency to produce.” 


It is laughable to see one hunting high and low 
for his spectacles when they have been only shoved 
up over his forehead. But it is not laughable to see 
Christians hunting for what they call opportunities to 
honor God, while overlooking such opportunities 
whichethey carry with them wherever they go. A 
slovenly carpenter was once heard at a weekly prayer- 
meeting to pray with great fervency for the spread of 
Christ’s cause—a cause which he disgraced and hin- 
dered in his sphere every time he stood at his work- 
bench. When he ended his prayer, a hearty “ Amen” 
came from a servant who put her mistress out of 
temper a hundred times a day by her carelessness. A 
clerk also was there, who, although he taught a class in 
the mission-school on Sundays, was always late at his 
employer's store week-days. He whispered “Amen!” 
too—and meant it, so far as he knew himself. A 
lady hearer, as she listened, resolved to join the 
church missionary society, and then went home and 
found unreasonable fault with her cook. And others 
also felt warmed to do something for Christ, who never 
seemed to have thought that religion, like charity, 
begins at home. The mechanic, who is powerful in 
class-meeting, and weak at his trade, is no credit to 
the cause he professes. The servant, who drops tears 
feelingly at religious services,and drops dishes unfeel- 
ingly in the kitchen, has her tenderness altogether too 
much on one side, And it is a poor kind of religion 
which seeks opportunities to set others straight, but 
overlooks its own crookedness. 


7 


The discussion over the right and wrong of false- 
hood would seem to be changing from the theoretical 
to the experimental, if we can judge from the excited 
asseverations of the commonly genial and witty Interior. 
The facts in this case are really worth noting, as an 
illustration of the way in which needless wrath is often 
worked up. The Advance made the claim that the 
ancient practices of Orientals, in the matter of truth- 
telling, were not in accordance with the principles 
plainly declared in the Bible for all time. The 


|| Interior joined issue with The Advance, so far as to 


say that Rahab’s practice in this matter of truth- 
telling was approved by the inspired writers, and also 
by The Interior itself. Thereupon The Independent, 
which delights itself in the things that make for peace, 
called sharp attention to the fact that The Interior 
differed in this from The Sunday School Times, and 
in so doing The Independent referred to The Interior’s 
“justifying Rahab for her lies.” In acknowledging 
this reference to us, we said that in The -Interior’s 
approval “of Rahab’s lie” that journal showed 
“more sympathy with the prevalent practices of 
Rahab’s day [practices in the matter of truth-telling] 
than with the principles [principles involving the 
right or wrong of falsehood] which Paul and James 
declared for their day, and for all days.” This 


expression of our opinion The Independent rebuked | 


in its patronizingly-paternal mode, and said that we 
very well knew that The Interior “has no sympathy 
with Rahab’s wrong practices.” As we had spoken 
in the paragraph in question, only of “the prevalent 


| 
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practices of Rahab’s day ”—practices in this matter 
of truth-telling—there was an incorrect and unfair 
turn of our comment in The Independent’s reference 
to “ Rahab’s wrong practices.” Yet The Independent, 
in fairness, quoted our words, before attempting this 
turn of them ; so that any reader could see what they 
did say, and what they clearly meant. And now The 
Interior declares that “The Independent quotes 
some Philadelphia paper, name not given, who [sic] 
charges that The Interior is in sympathy with 
Rahab’s bad course of life!” And this statement 
The Interior follows with the spirited rejoinder: 
“That [sic] is evidently. one of those sweet, saintly 
souls who are horrified at the act of deluding and mis- 
leading a murderer from [sic] his victim—and yet who 
have no hesitation whatever in writing and publishing 
a malicious libel.” Now, as there was no Philadelphia 
paper which charged that The Interior “is in sympa- 
thy with Rahab’s bad course of life;” and as The 
Independent did not “ quote some Philadelphia paper” 
as making any such charge, will The Interior say 
“who” has been “writing and publishing a mali- 
cious libel;” and what is the “that” which “ is one 
of those sweet, saintly souls,” so felicitously described ? 
In short, what is the “who ;” and who is the “ that ”? 





LIVING UP TO OUR BEST INTENTIONS. 


If our best moods dominated all our life, we should 
all live well. We all mean to live well; at least, 
there are times with all of us when we resolve to do 
so. New Year’s days, birthdays, communion Sun- 
days, and other times when the realities of life stand 
out in clear relief and impress us with unusual vivid- 

ess, start in most of us serious thoughts, and inspire 
in us lofty aspirations and earnest intentions. We 
are very apt then to make excellent resolutions, and 
to start off in new and higher planes of living. It 
would be well for us if there were some way of per- 
petuating these better moods and of living up to these 
good intentions. Too often, however, the serious im- 
pressions are but transient, and there is too little 
vitality in the good intentions and resolutions to make 
them potent impulses for many days. 

Of course we cannot make our lives beautiful merely 
by alternately adopting resolutions of amendment 
and wailing out dolorous confessions of failure. Life 
runs deeper than words. Beauty is not fashioned by 
evanescent good intentions. Blemishes and stains are 
not covered up, nor flaws mended, by penitential sigh- 
ings of regret. Mere spasms of true living do not giye 
grandeur to a life. If the temple is to be strong and 
stately, every stone must be cut and set with care. If 
the texture is to be attractive, every thread of web 
and woof must be bright and clean, and the weaving 
must be with uniform skill and care. If a life is to 
be admirable when finished, its periodical good inten- 
tions must become strong, self-sustaining principles, 
shaping its every act, and ruling all its days and hours, 

It ought not to be impossible to live up to the 
impulses of our best moods, or at least to do so to a 
much greater degree than most of us realize. In 
many of these good intentions our element of weak- 
ness lies in their vagueness or indefiniteness. We 
simply resolve to be bewor this year than last, or to 


,| do more good in the future than in the past; but we 


have no clear and distinct conception in our minds of 
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the points in which we will be better, or of the par- 
tioular ways in which we will increase our usefulness. 
Our ideas of living better and doing greater good are 
nebulous and undefined. 

We would be much more apt to sueceed in our new 
purposes if we reduced them to definite and practical 
shape. In what respects will we amend our ways? 
This question starts another: What are our faults? 
Wherein do we fail in living? Im what points are our 
characters defective? What are the mistakes we have 
been making? The answers to these questions will 
indicate to us the ways in which we particularly need 
to live better. Then, in what definite ways will we 
strive to be more useful? To what new Christian 
work will we put our hands? Upon what new lines 
of service will we enter? Just what old mistakes are 
we to avoid? If we would bring our vague, hazy 
ideas of greater usefulness down into some practical 
forms,and then enter at once upon the execution of our 
resolutions, they would be much more likely to become 
permanent, and to grow into our life. 

Another element of weakness in many of our desires 
for better life and larger usefulness is that we think 
of great and perhaps impossible attainments, and over- 
look the simple things that lie within our reach. No 
violent, overstrained exertions are necessary to a noble 
life, no superhuman effortsand achievements—nothing 
but every-day duty faithfully done. The most of us 
must be content to live what are regarded as common- 
place lives, without attracting the attention of the 
world, or winning the laurels of fame. We must, for 
the greater part, devote ourselves to the duties that 
spring out of our ordinary business, social and domes- 
tic relations. The pressure of life’s necessities is so 
great that we cannot often turn aside to do things 
that lie outside of our common calling. Whatever 
service we render to Christ must be rendered in and 
along the line of these relations, and while we are 
busied in the imperative duties which every day brings 
to our hands. 

It is just at this point that many fail. They spend 
all their life seeking for the place in this world which 
they were intended to fill. They never settle down to 
anything with any sort of restful or contented feeling. 
‘They have a lofty ideal of a very brilliant life, to 
which they would like to attain, in which their powers 
would find full scope, and where they could achieve 
great things. But in their present condition, with its 
limitations, they can accomplish nothing worthy of 
their powers. So they go on discontented with their 
lot and sighing for another ; and while they sigh the 
years glide away, and soon they will come to the end 
to find that they have missed every opportunity of 
doing anything worthy of an immortal being in the 
passage from time to eternity. 

The truth is, one’s vocation is never some far-off 
possibility ; it is always the simple round of duties 
that the passing hour brings. Some one has pictured 
the days as coming to us with their faces veiled ; but 
when they have passed beyond our recall the draped 
figures become radiant, and the gifts we rejected. are 
seen to be treasures fit for kings’ houses. No day is 
commonplace if only we had eyes to see its splendor. 
There is no duty that comes to our hand but brings to 
us the possibility of kingly service. 

We greatly mistake, therefore, if we think there is 
no opportunity for ordinary people to make their 
years beautiful—to fill them with acceptable Chris- 
tian service. There is room in the commonest rela- 
tions of life, not only for fidelity, but for heroism. No 
ministry is more pleasing to the Master than that of 
cheerful and hearty faithfulness to lowly duty, when 
there is no pen to write its history, and no voice to pro- 
claim its praise. To be a good husband—loving, 
tender, unselfish, and cherishing ; or a good wife— 
thoughtful, helpful, uncomplaining, and inspiring, is 
most acceptable service, To live well in one’s place 
in the world, adorning one’s calling, however lowly, 
doing one’s most prosaic work diligently and honestly, 
and dwelling in love and unselfishness with all men, 
is to live grandly. To fight well the battle with one’s 
own lusts and tempers, and to be victorious in the 





midst of the countless temptations and provocations of 
every-day experience, is to be a Christian hero. 

There is a field, therefore, for better living very 
close at homie. It is in these common things that 
most of us must make our progress. and. win our dis- 
tinction. And there is room enough in. these prosaie 
duties and opportunities for very noble and beautiful 
lives. There is nothing» possible to a human soul 
greater than simple faithfulness. “She hath done 
what she could” was the highest commendation that 
ever fell from the Master's lips. An angel could do 
no more. When we are resolving to live more grandly 
in the future than in the past, it will help us to bring 
our eyes down from the far-off mountain peaks, where 
there is nothing for us to do, and look close about our 
feet, where lie many neglected duties, and many un- 
improved opportunities, and many possibilities oi higher 
attainment in spirit, in temper, in speech, in heart. 

Another element of weakness in much of our-resoly- 
ing is, that we try to grasp too much of life at one 
time. We think of it as a whole, instead of taking 
the days one by one. Life is a mosaic, and each tiny 
piece must be cut and set with skill. The only way 
to make a perfect chain is to fashion each separate 
link with care as it passes through our hands® A 
lady who teaches a kindergarten school put into each 
little child’s hand, at the opening of the new year, a 
book with three hundred and sixty-five white blank 
pages, instructing them to take just one page each 
day, and to put upon it something, whatever they 
desired, a little sketch, or picture, or design, and then 
bring the book to her again at the end of the year. 

It is thus each year of life comes to us—for each 
day a clean, white page; and we are artists, whose 
duty it is to put something beautiful on the pages one 
by one ; or we are poets, and are to write some lovely 
thought, some radiant sentence, on each as it lies open 
before us; or we are historians, and must give to the 
page some record of work or duty or victory to 
enshrine and carry away. 

It ought not to be hard to live well one day. Any 
one should be able to carry his burden, or fight his 
battle, or endure his sorrow, or stand at his post, or 
do his work, for just one day. Any one should be 
able to remember God, and keep his heart open toward 
heaven ; and to remember others in need and suffering 
about him, and keep his hand stretched out in help- 
fulness, for just one day. Yet that is all there is to 
do. We never have more than one day to live. We 
have no to-morrows. God never gives us years, or 
even weeks; he gives us only days. If we live each 
day well, all our life will, in the end, be radiant and 
beautiful. 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS, 


If we really wanted to know whether we had many 
readers in any one denomination of Christians, it would 
only be necessary for us to touch a single point of that 
denomination’s peculiar phase of doctrine and practice 
—or to allow one of our contributors to do so—in order to 
start up denominational objectors, so that we could count 
them at our leisure. At the dress-parade of a colored 
regiment, during our civil war, the chaplain, who had 
been accustomed to conduct prayers at that time, was not 
in his place. Thereupon the colonel said that if there was 
a preacher in the ranks he might step forward. Promptly 
one hundred and sixteen preachers advanced from the 
line ; nor was that a particularly good day for preachers. 
Similar surprises are in store for us, over the number of 
representative denominationalists among our subscribers, 
whenever a call is made for them to step to the front. 
It is gratifying just now to find how large a proportion 
of our readers are Baptists. They are moved to a show 
of hands by a comment of Dr. Woolsey, in his Critical 
Notes. on Acts 2: 41, to the effect that in his opinion 
“the great rapidity with which baptism [of the three 
thousand converts} must have been performed, and the 
want of conveniences if not of water, must have ren- 
dered immersion of the whole body impossible.” Not 
oaly have the Baptist papers given more or less kindly 
prominence to this remark of Dr, Woolsey; but from 
every direction letters have poured in upon us from our 
subscribers, in varied forms of reminder, of inquiry, of 
emphatic protest, and of careful argument. The evident 
wide-spread interest on the subject justifies our giving 





extended space to its discussion. And to begin with, 
here is a statement of the case as it presents itself to a 
Baptist pastor in northern New York. He eays of it: 

First, the rapidity. Toone accustomed only t the modern 
and man-made mode, it, does seem rather large to baptize three 
thougand’ in the likeness of Christ’s deatlt all in one day ; bu; 
to one accustomed to immerse, there appearé to be nothing 
impossible or diffieult about it. The difficulty is in getting the 
three thousand converts... Elder Joseph Knapp immersed sixty 
in Keuka Lake in twenty-eight minutes, without undue haste. 
It would not be difficult to get abundance of like testimony. 
The history of the Telugu Baptist Mission is a standing pro- 
test against the “rapidity” objection. A little practical 
knowledge of immersing dissipates this objection into thin air. 
If there is a real question about the possibility of these 
three thousand being immersed in one day, let The Sunday 
School Times open its columns to the testimony of the ministers 
of the country, who have had experience in immersing con- 
verts, In three weeks there wouldn’t be a shadow of a ques- 
tion. There is hardly an able-bodied Baptist minister in the 
country who wouldn’t be only too willing to be one of twelve 
to immerse three thousand almost any afternoon. The one who 
could not immerse fifty an hour would have two by his side who 
could more than double the number. And what conveniences 
could have been wanting ? Both the pilgrims and the resi- 
dents of Jerusalem were accustomed to public bathing, if not 
private, and were clothed in such a manner that they could 
easily do it. .. . As to water, I always supposed that on any 
other day than this one day of Pentecost, A. D. 33, Jerusalem 
was a well-watered city. In her memorable sieges by foreign 
armies, she sometimes suffered from hunger, but never, we 
believe, from want of water. [Dr. Barclay has shown that this 
often made statement is not strictly accurate.—EpITOR.] When 
the spiritual forces of the new on-coming kingdom of her 
Lord besieged her, and water was needed for the rites of that 
kingdom, did the pools and fountains and cisterns, the public 
and private reservoirs, fail for the first time? Are we to 
understand that it was a dry time in Jerusalem that day ? 
“Impossible” seems a large word to use in this connection. 
Considering the dress of the Oriental, the public baths of Jeru- 
salem, the bathing habits of the people, the number of assistants 
whom Peter could call to his aid (probably over eighty), and 
the zeal that filled their hearts that day, it must have been a 
dry time in Jerusalem, if the immersion of three thousand was 
“impossible.” ...1 would say in conclusion: It takes 
but little longer to immerse than to sprinkle, if each can- 
didate is baptized in the name of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit. I think it susceptible of proof, that 
seventy men, or a dozen men, could immerse three thousand 
people in one afternoon; that the water supply of Jerusa- 
lem was usually abundant; that the dress and habits of 
the people did not stand in the way; and finally, that there is 
no positive Scripture affirmation that three thousand were bap- 
tized on the day of Pentecost. 


Another Baptist pastor in New York State adds: 

The Rev. Dr. Downie, of the Telugu Mission, says that it took 
six persons nine hours to baptize 2,222, and only two were bap- 
tizing at a time: they being relieved, when tired, by two others. 
Let any person go intoany Baptist church, and see the ordinance 
of baptism administered, and he will see thut it takes less than 
a minute to @ person, 

And now, in addition to these testimonies of Baptist 
pastors bearing on the question of the time needful for 
immersion, the Editor of The Sunday School Times (who 
is not a Baptist) wishes to give his opinion, as over 
against Dr. Woolsey’s, concerning the probable con- 
veniences for such a rite—including an abundance of 
water—in Jerusalem, in the days of the apostles. That 
ancient Jerusalem was supplied with water to a remark- 
able degree is evident from a study of its history. Euse- 
bius, writing in the fourth century, quotes a writer ear- 
lier than himself as saying: “The whole city flowed 
with water, so that even the gardens were irrigated of 
those flowing waters out of the city.” Tacitus refers to 
Jerusalem as “a fountain of perennial water, mountains 
hollowed out underneath ; also fish pools and cisterns: 
rain water being preserved.” Canon Williams, a Church 
of England clergyman, long a resident and a careful 
student of the Holy City, says : “ There is a singular agree- 
ment among all authors, sacred and profane, on this fact, 
that the Holy City had an abundance of water within 
its circuit, while the neighborhood was scantily supplied, 
or rather altogether arid;” and he proceeds to con- 
sider how this was possible. Dr. Trail, another Church 
of England clergyman, and an editor of the Works of 
Josephus, declares of Jerusalem, that “ perhaps upon no 
city of the ancient world had greater cost been bestowed, 
or more skill shown, in securing for it an unfailing supply 
of water.” And the modern researches of Dr. Barclay 
and of Captain Wilson, and others, have shown the ruins 
of cisterns and pools and aqueducts in and about Jeru- 
salem which justify the claims of its wonderful water 
supply in the days of old. That the Orientals are in the 
habit of bathing in and drinking from the same pools 
and streams every traveler in the East can testify; and 
it is evident from the inspired text itself, that persons 
were iu the habit of stepping or being carried into the 
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pool of Bethesda, and of washing in the pool of Siloam, 
in Jerusalem, in the days of our Lord. Indeed, it would 
seem that if there was one place on the face of the earth 
about which there need be no question concerning the 
supply of water, and conveniences of its use, for immer- 
sion, in the apostolic age, that place was Jerusalem. 

But there is another question raised by our Baptist 
readers, and that is, whether it was fair for us to allow 
such a remark as this of Dr. Woolsey’s to appear in our 
columns without qualification or editorial comment ; and 
this raises the entire subject of our relation to points of 
doctrine and practice concerning which Christian 
denominations are at variance. A Baptist superinten- 
dent in Kentucky opens this question in an excellent 
spirit, as follows : 

Have I been mistaken for nineteen years in supposing that 
The Sunday School Times was an undenominational paper? 
For twelve years, I have used it in my Sunday-school work, 
and have frequently said it was the only strictly undenomina- 
tional help I had everseen. If it is published in the interests 
of any one denomination, or a class of believers, as opposed to, 
or differing from, the Baptists, then neither I, nor any other 
Baptist, need feel hurt at the thrust we get in the Critical Notes 
on the lesson for the 21st inst. If it does profess to be unde- 
nominational, then I suppose that hundreds of your patrons 
will feel this cut as keenly as I do. I have not seen, that I 
recall, any such profession of your undenominationalism. 
Will you please give me the information I desire? 

The Sunday School Times does profess to be unde- 
nominational, in that it is non-denominational. It is 
not published in the interest or in defense of the dis- 
tinctive tenets of any denomination of Christians. ior 
the past seven or eight years, at least three denominations, 
and sometimes five, have constantly been represented in its 
office editing. During the current year seventeen denom- 
inations are represented in its special writers. But The 


‘Sunday School Times does not promise that nothing 


shall appear in its columns to which a denominationalist 
could object. Its purpose is to be fair and impartial in 
the treatment of all mooted questions. And just here 
it may be said, frankly and explicitly, that the remark 
of Dr. Woolsey, which has been the cause of all this com- 
motion, was not seen by the Editor until it was already 
in print. Had he seen it in season, he would have felt 
called on to give the ordinary Baptist view of the facts 
under comment, in contrast with that taken by Dr. 
Woolsey. And this is what would have seemed fair to 
a Baptist clergyman in Maine, who writes: 

I regret that Baptist readers of that note could not have had, 
in connection with it, the statement of Hackett in loco, who 
says, ‘It is proper to add (against Alford) that the pools so 
numerous and large which encircled Jerusalem, as both those 
still in use, and the remains of others, testify at the present day, 
afforded ample means for the administration of the rite. The 
habits of the East, as every traveler knows, would present no 
obstacle to such a use of the public reservoirs.” And if I am 
right in my conception of the avowed character of The Sunday 
School Times, there should have been some such note in con- 
nection with the other. 


Those who have read The Sunday School Times for a 
series of years understand that the course here suggested 
is its practice; for this is by no means the first time that 
a denominational question has been in the line of its 
treatment. When Dr. Kendrick, of Rochester, a stal- 
wart Calvinistic Baptist, was writing its Critical Notes, 
he came to the passage in Acts 13: 48, “ As many as were 
ordained to eternal life believed.” Thereupon he gave 
the straight Calvinistic rendering to this passage; a 
rendering which would disturb our thousands of Meth- 
odist readers quite as much as Dr. Woolsey’s comments 
have disturbed our Baptist readers. We did not ask 
Dr. Kendrick to tone down those denominational views 
of his; but we stated that just there he differed with 
Arminian theologians ; and we gave in full the views of 
Adam Clarke and Dr. Whedon on the otber side. This 
catholicity of ours was rebuked by a Presbyterian paper ; 
but we have continued until this day notwithstanding. 

Indeed, we could ask no more gratifying evidence of 
the recognized impartiality of our course on denomina- 
tional questions than is given incidentally by our Baptist 
readers who have taker exception to this remark of 
Dr. Woolsey’s. One of these readers, as quoted above, 
says he has seen nothing in its columns that was not 
strictly undenominational in his twelve years of its study. 
Another says: 


I have supposed it [The Sunday School Times] to be a 
“union ” paper, respecting the conviction of readers of various 
denominations ; and I have been pleased, in a constant reading 
of ita valuable columns for five years, with the singular wis- 
dom with which it has been edited. 

Another : 


For years I have been a constant reader of The Sunday 
School Times, and improve every chance to recommend it to 
others... . The teachers of my Sunday-school have become 





subseribers for it this year. After reading it so long a time, I 
have had no occasion to take exception to anything in its 
columns until the issue containing the lesson for January 21 
came to hand. 

Yet another : 


In the main, I am pleased with the lesson-notes ; and more 
than pleased with The Times itself. 

And yet another : 

I will now say that I consider it the best Sunday-school 
paper in existence. 

And all these, with other like testimonies, from Baptist 
readers, are written in view of this particular item con- 
cerning the Pentecostal baptisms, to which they take 
exception. They satisfy us that whatever denomination 
may feel it has been unfairly dealt with in the columns 
of The Sunday School Times, it is not the Baptist 
denomination. 








COURAGE. 


AN EPIGRAM. 
BY WILLIAM CLEAVER WILKINSON, D.D, 


Soldiers twain stood facing danger, 
Side by side, alone and still ; 

Bold was one, to fear a stranger, 
Light of thought and stout of will. 


But the other, grave and serious, 
Deeply pondered, where he stood, 

Felt the spell of the mysterious 
Overshadowing neighborhood,— 


Of the mortal menace hidden 
In that moment’s sudden chance ; 
Till the throng of thoughts unbidden 
Trampled white his countenance. 


Then his comrade marked his pallor, 
And a rallying charge he made, 
Out of his light-hearted valor, 
Lightly spoken, “ You’re afraid!” 
“True, my friend,” with blanched lips said he, 
“T have fear as you have none, 
But I stand here, stwunch and steady,— 
You, with half my fear, would run!” 





THE APOSTOLICAL MIRACLES. 
BY MARK HOPKINS, D.D., LL.D. 


The place and part of miracles in the apostolic work 
is what might have been anticipated from the objects and 
history of miracles. 

The objects of miracles are two. The first is to show 
the existence of a personal God above nature, and who 
has control over it. In themselves miracles may be of 
small account. Relatively it is of little importance 
whether a blind beggar shall have hissight restored. The 
restoration of sight, therefore, by a miracle, may be as 
nothing compared with those great processes of nature 
by which so many millions constantly enjoy perfect 
vision, and yet, as revealing a personal God, and showing 
that the whole order of uniform forces is flexible to his 
will, a miracle is of a higher order and significance than 
any natural event, however beneficent or stupendous. 

A system of invariable sequences, as in nature, moving 
on without regard to moral character, could never sug- 
gest the idea of a personal being lying back of them as 
their ground. If supposed to include human actions, as 
it must to be universal, it would be equivalent to fate. It 
would preclude freedom, accountability, revelation, and 
any religion worthy of the name. A miracle alone is 
just that which would be indispensable to bring personal 
beings immersed in a system of merely natural order, 
where prudence alone could find a sphere, into a dispen- 
sation where there should be true freedom, and a law of 
righteousness. As thus essential in showing the exis- 
tence of a personal God who has control over nature, mira- 
cles, or direct intercourse with God as equivalent to them, 
are assumed in the Bible just as the being of God is, 

A second object of miracles is to show either that he 
who works them has himself direct control over the 
forces of nature, or, that he is the messenger and servant 
of Him who has such control. When Christ wrought 
miracles, he did it in his own name. To the sea he said, 
as in his own right, “ Peace, be still.” He said, “I will, 
be thou clean.” But when the apostles wrought miracles 
they did it in the name of another, and a miracle thus 
wrought was conclusive proof that that other had power 
over nature, and that they were his servants. Here. was 
a vital distinction, so vital that Moses was not permitted 
to enter the promised land because hedid not sufficiently 
honor God in the miracle of bringing water out of the 
rock, 

These being the objects of miracles, it is obvious that 
they would be especially. needed at the opening of a new 


dispensation ; and also that they would need to corres- 
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pond with the nature and object of that dispensation. 
And so we find them. 

For the few individuals included in the patriarchal 
dispensation, special revelations were all that was needed. 
These, even if we do not regard such revelations as mir- 
acles, answered the end of miracles for those to whom 
they came. The call of Abraham was made directly to 
him, and so that he knew that it was the call of God, but 
we are not told that it was confirmed by any miracle 
addressed to the senses. 

But at the opening of the Jewish dispensation, when a 
nation was to be organized, and a new order of worship, 
elaborate, typical, burdensome, and one that was to 
endure for generations, was to be established, we find 
miracles flaming out as a bright constellation in the his- 
torical sky. We find them conspicuous, greatly varied, 
long continued, addressing themselves unmistakably to 
the senses of the whole nation, and made the turning 
points of its very existence. The whole nation passed 
through the sea, drank of the water that came from the 
rock, ate of the manna, and followed the pillar of cloud 
and of fire. Respecting these they could not have been 
deceived, and if they had not occurred, the record of them 
could not have been credited by the very generation 
which is appealed to as having seen them, or by any sub- 
sequent generation which did not see them. The mir- 
acles were sufficient, but no more than sufficient to estab- 
lish the civil institutions of the Jews, and that peculiar 
form of ceremonial, sacrificial, and typical worship which 
was to continue till Christ should come. 

When the Israelites were fully settled in the promised 
land, and their institutions were established, miracles, in 
a great measure, ceased. After that, the appeal is con- 
stantly made in the record to the miracles that had taken 
place. Still there were emergencies when they were 
needed, and then they were wrought. In some measure 
they were continued till the return of the Jews from their 
captivity, and then, so far as we have evidence, they 
ceased till Christ came. 

There are those who suppose that as ultimate, as cor- 
responding with the nature of man, and by such corres- , 
pondence becoming its own evidence, Christianity did 
not originally need to be introduced by miracles, or to be 
subsequently sustained by them. But it is to, be noticed 
that, while Christ came to introduce a new dispensation, 
there was involved in that the removal of an old one that 
he himself, together with the whole nation, believed to 
be from God, and which was sanctioned by miracles. 
Certainly, one who came in such humble guise, claiming 
to be Lord of that Sabbath which God himself had given 
from Sinai in one of the ten commandments, who claimed 
to be greater than that temple which was the home and 
centre of Jewish affections and worship, could expect to 
have his claims recognized only as he should show by 
miracles the most unmistakable evidence ‘that he was 
from God. ' 

Accordingly, we here find again, bursting upon us at 
once, after a long period of their absence, another con- 
stellation of miracles. As uniformly beneficent, these 
miracles were consonant with the spirit of the new dis- 
pensation; and in their number and variety they seem 
to have been purposely adapted to show a control, not 
only over the elements and forces of nature and over 
every form of disease, but, as had never been done before, 
over the spirits of the invisible world, and over death 
itself. These miracles: wrought, as has been said, by 
Christ in his own name, were sufficient, but not more 
than sufficient, to substantiate his claims. In the rela- 
tions then existing they were essential. To them he 
himself appealed. “If I do not the works of my Father, 
believe me not. But if I do, though ye believe not me, 
believe the works; that ye may know and believe that 
the Father is in me, andIinhim.” Thus were the mira- 
cles not only essent?al, but they were intended and adapted 
to bear witness to him who came out from God to give life 
to the world, and who was himself, in his miraculous 
birth, and sinless life, and teachings, and death, and 
resurrection, and ascension the greatest miracle of all. 

We now come to the time of the apostles. And here, 
I think, we must see that nothing short of miracles 
wrought by them could have substantiated their claim 
before the Jews to be true witnesses of the resurrection 
of one whom they had crucified between two thieves, 
and over whose tomb they had set a watch. Here were 
a few uneducated, friendless, timid Galileans, whose 
hopes had been utterly crushed, and miraculous power 
was not less needed to strengthen them in facing the 
whole power of the Sanhedrin in the hour of its seeming 
triumph, and to give effect to their words, than it had 
been.to draw attention to Christ in his humble guise, 
This, accordingly, was the period of the apostolic mira- 
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cles. Not only did the apostles at that time “with great 
power give witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus,” 
but we are told that by “ their hands were many signs 
and wonders wrought among the people, insomuch that 
they brought forth the sick into the streets, and laid them 
on beds and couches, that, at the least, the shadow of 
Peter passing by might overshadow some of them.” 

By these frequent miracles, public and undeniable, as 
the healing of the impotent man in the temple, together 
with the special power of the Holy Spirit that accom- 
panied the preaching of the apostles, Christianity gained 
a footing. Its great facts were established, an organiza- 
tion was formed for its perpetuation and extension, and 
a vantage ground was reached for the further appeals 
needed to the Old Testament Scriptures and to reason. 
The position thus reached was analogous to that of the 
Israelites when they had gained the promised land; and 
hence we might expect that miracles would cease in a 
measure from that point, as they did from the analogous 
point under the Old Testament dispensation. And so 
we find it. In the progress of the gospel, as we recede 
from Jerusalem, and especially as we recede in time from 
the resurrection of Christ, we find,the number of miracles 
decrease. Of miracles among the Gentiles the accounts 
are few. They were less adapted to them than to the 
Jews who sought afterasign. We hear nothing of them 
at Athens, or at Rome ; and in the Epistle to the Romans 
they are scarcely referred to. 

Having, then, aided in establishing an organized 
Christianity, what further place could miracles have in 
accomplishing its great end? That end is not to prolong 
life indefinitely by healing diseases, it is not to excite 
wonder, or to detract from the value of industry under 
fixed laws. It is not to gather multitudes and lead them 


‘to shrines in expectation of physical effects. Its object 


is moral and spiritual. It is to save men from their sins. 
It is a moral transformation of them into the image of 
Christ. This no miracle has any direct tendency to pro- 
duce. When the Jews had seen the miracle of the resur- 
rection of Lazarus, they immediately sought how they 
might put both Christ and Lazarus to death, As 
addressed to the senses, a miracle has no more power 
to produce a moral transformation than the rising of one 
from the dead would have had to persuade those breth- 
ren of the rich man who would not be persuaded by 
Moses and the prophets. 

This view of miracles the apostles had. It appears 
throughout their writings. Especially does it appear in 
the comparison of them by Paul with charity, or love. 
A man might work them all, and yet be but as “ sound- 
ing brass, or a tinkling cymbal.” They felt that the 
great end of miracles had been accomplished, and that 
it was of comparatively little moment whether they were 
continued or not. Hence their decline. Evidently, 
looking at either dispensation, there is an economy of 
miracles in the kingdom of grace, as there is of other 
instrumentalities in the kingdom of nature. We find 
them just where they are needed, and when their pur- 
pose is answered they cease. 


Williams College. 





A NOVEL HOMILETIC ERROR. 
BY TALBOT W. CHAMBERS, D.D. 


In a formal Statement of Faith made some time since 
on a public occasion, there is found the following passage : 
“Tt is a homiletic error to make the hopeless perpetuity 
of the punishment of an obdurately sinful soul rest on 
inadequate interpretations of Scripture, rather than on 
the hapeless perpetuity of a character fixed and indurated 
into evil by its own settled moral choice.” 

The name of the author of this sentiment is not given, 
because it is desirable to consider the matter apart from 
all personal references, and simply upon its own merits. 
Retribution is involved in the idea of law, as every one 
admits, but the extent and duration of the penalty of sin 
are points concerning which there have been and are 
now varying opinions. The historical Church from the 
beginning has held the doctrine of the endless punish- 
ment of the finally impenitent, and no opinion to the 
contrary has ever been formulated in any of the acknowl- 
edged creeds of Christendom. This fact creates a strong 
presumption that the tenet is found in the sacred books 
which al] Christians recognize as the rule of faith. But 
the natural disposition of men is to reject the doctrine as 
not only harsh and uncharitable, but unjust. On this 
point the quarrel of the world with God comes to its issue. 

This being the case, it is an interesting question how 
a minister of the gospel can best succeed in fastening 
upon the conscience of his hearers the truth that the 
wages of sin in the next life are interminable, always 
paying, never paid. There is no doubt that the point 





may be fairly sustained by argument in several ways, 
and that such reasonings, when employed to illustrate 
and confirm what has already been established from the 
Living Oracles, do serve a very useful purpose. The 
nature of sin, the nature of punishment, the nature of 
the human soul, may all be used to make out a very 
strong case against the possibility of a change for the 
better in the hereafter of sinners. But what is the actual 
worth of such arguments when used to make the basis of 
appeal in popular address? Just nothing atall. The 
hearer is often tempted to listen to them merely as exhi- 
bitions of the speaker’s logical skill, or he fancies that 
there are flaws here and there in the discussion, or he 
wonders if a man of equal ability could not construct as 
plausible an argument on the other side, or he says that 
the tenet is so revolting and incredible that no amount 
of so-called proof can establish it. In fact, the preacher 
who relies on this mode of address comes down into the 
common arena of forensic debate, and must take his 
chances of meeting and convincing his opponents. The 
whole matter is resolved into a question of reasoning, 
where sinful habits and prejudices warp the mind and 
hinder it from admitting an unwelcome conclusion, no 
matter how forcibly that conclusion may be maintained. 
All this is made still worse if it be allowed that the 
Scripture utters an uncertain sound on the subject, and 
that the usual interpretations of its language—such as 
have for centuries been held to be clear and incontro- 
vertible—are “inadequate.” For, the hearer reasons, 
here is a revelation from God, making known to man his 
origin, his duty, and his destiny. Its later portion deals 
largely with the unseen world. It sets forth life and 
immortality in the brightest light. It has much to say 
concerning the sanctions of God’s holy law. And yet, 
after all the labor and pains that have been expended 
upon its interpretation for twice a thousand years, it is 
still uncertain whether the penalty which it announces 
for the lost is temporary or endless. But if the book of 
God cannot, or at least does not, speak conclusively on 
the subject, what is to be expected of mere men, and why 
should I be required tolistentothem? Their argumen- 
tation may be cogent; still it is only argument; it is 
the reasoning of a frail and fallible man, which at its 
best can reach only a probable conclusion. If the Scrip- 
tures, as is confessed, treat of the subject, and yet leave 
it in a mist where opposite and conflicting opinions are 
equally valid, why may I not give myself the benefit of 
the doubt, and take my swing of this world in the happy 
feeling that even if I die without a Christian hope, yet 
somewhere in the unknown future I shall havea chance 
of recovery? The preacher argues that a character fixed 
into evil by its own settled moral choice is involved in 
“hopeless perpetuity.”. But how does he, how can 
he, know this? Have not desperate drunkards been 
reclaimed? Have not convicts been turned into honest 
men? The cases indeed are few, but one is enough to 
blunt the whole force of the argument. A single excep- 
tion makes the conclusion invalid. And, besides, how 
does any one know that there are not experiences in the 
other world which will break up this “settled moral 
choice,” and start the soul on a new and better career? 


It would seem then that “the homiletic error” in this | 


matter is just the opposite of what has been claimed. If 
we are to follow the directions of Scripture and the 
examples it furnishes, the course to be pursued is very 
plain. The office of the ministry is to proclaim and to 
teach. The former is done by setting forth God’s words 
on his authority. The solemn statements respecting 
future retribution are to be made, not as the result of 
profound investigation, but as the utterance of Him with 
whom we have todo, And the preacher is to trust in 
the demonstration of the Spirit, and not in the demon- 
strations of logic. The Bible assumes that divine truth 
clearly stated will commend itself as such to the con- 
science. It speaks with authority, with commanding 
and invincible authority. And this is just what a weak, 
wavering soul needs. The gospel brings it face to face 
with its Maker and Judge, and holds it fast as in a vise. 
Men may indeed deny the correctness of the record, but 
that once admitted, there is no room left for evasion or 
doubt. If the Lord says that after death comes judg- 
ment, and the judgment is final and irrevocable, there is 
an end of controversy. The case is closed. 

But suppose that the interpretations of Scripture are 
“inadequate,” that is, do not bring conviction as to what 
the teaching réally is, what then? The answer is prompt. 
The preacher had better stop preaching until he learns 
the terms of his commission. He is not sent to set forth 
the wisdom of the schools or the speculations of men, but 
to echo the voice of God. If he does not know what 
that voice is, let him learn. He is to declare, “ He that 
believeth not shall be condemned,” but if he have no 
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certitude what that condemnation amounts to, how can 
he intelligently set it forth? And there can be no sub- 
stitute for this. Nothing else can take its place or do 
its work. Nothing else can bring men to the searching 
inquiry: How shall we escape if we neglect so great sal- 
vation? There must be clouds before a rainbow, there 
must be a background to the most brilliant picture, and 
there must be in a message of salvation something to 
show that such a salvation is needed, And this some- 
thing must rest upon divine authority. 

It is high time that this matter be emphasized and 
enforced. _The prevailing tendency among so-called 
leaders of modern thought on theological topics is to 
undervalue plain statements of Scripture, and to specu- 
late where it is silent, and to hold “tentative opinions” 
which it is admitted may or may not be true. Now this 
course, bad anywhere, is particularly so in reference to 
all that follows death. For in that we know what Reve- 
lation tells us, and no more. Learning, insight, logic, 
all gifts and graces together, do not if us to lift the 
veil of the future in the least. The act#fest and profound- 
est theologian is no better informed than the most unlet- 
tered man who believes and reads the Bible. Specula- 
tions which are outside of the Scripture, or which usurp 
its place, are useless and perilous. They divert the 
mind from its true position as a docile recipient of what 
God says, to that of a critic deciding what God ought to 
have said, or at least might be expected to say. Such 
a posture is very different from that of him who said, 
“Let God be found true, but every man a liar.” The 
truth of the Almighty must be maintained, even if it 
involves the necessity of proving that all finite beings 
are false. This is implied in the idea of God as a neces- 
sarily perfect being. And here lies the strength of every 
gospel minister. He may be weak as water in himself, 
but resting on the Word of God he has the strength of a 
giant. He is like the angel standing in thesun. Instead 
of wading through syllogisms, he flaghes truth on the 
conscience immediately. Instead of slowly building up 
an argument which may or may not be convincing, he 
ysets forth a. divine oracle which is conclusive. He 
wields a weapon which is living and powerful, and 
sharper than any two-edged sword. , No coat of mail 
can resist its heavenly temper. It cuts, it pierces, it is 
quick to discern the thoughts and intents of the heart. 
The sermon at Pentecost was an explication and appli- 
cation of Scripture truth, and from that day to this 
every effective discourse has been of the same stamp. 
Every great awakening, every mighty movement of the 
church, has gained its chief impulse from the Word. 
And the same may be said of almost every indi- 
vidual conversion. And it will be a very sad day for the 
Redeemer’s cause when ministers in general come to sub- 
stitute the exercise of their own discursive faculty for 
the plain statement of the divine Word. This will be 
worse, far worse, even than “ inadequate interpretations” 
of that most holy Book. 





THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL FIELD AND WORK 
IN THE FREEWILL BAPTIST CHURCH. 


BY THE REV. G. C. WATERMAN. 


This denomination originated in the religious move- 
ment that attended the preaching of George Whitefield 
in England, in the latter part of the last century. So 
far as is known, the first Sunday-school in the denomi- 
nation was organized in 1819, at Wilton, Maine. At the 
second general conference, held in 1828, a resolution was 
adopted approving of the formation of such schools 
“where brethren were convinced of their utility.” In 
1838 this work was heartily commended, and from that 
time the Conference has made the interests of Sunday- 
schools a prominent subject of discus#ton and action. 

Inthe Morning Star, the first and principal journal of the 
denomination, Sunday-schools have been warmly advo- 
cated for more than fifty years. In 1841,a monthly maga- 
zine, called The Sabbath School Repository, was estab- 
lished, designed especially for teachers and pastors. Some 
articles of real value, concerning methods of work, 
appeared in its pages, but its publication was discontinued 
at the end of one year. In 1845, The Myrtle, a paper 
for children, was established. It has been published 
once in two weeks since that time, and has a large circu- 
lation in the schools of the denomination. It compares 
favorably with other papers of its class. In the course of 
time it was found that many schools wished for such a 
paper every Sunday. To meet this want the publication 
of another paper, called The Little Star, was begun in 
1872. This is also issued once in two weeks, alternating 
with The Myrtle, thus accommodating those that wish for 





a paper every week. In 1867, a question book, entitled 














wes sos eee ee ee a . 
Pe ae "Wise PR Tae ae 
Spans 


~ 


Oe Ee 
a Cee ee ‘ : aed e ig Be 
t#* eer ! * ; : er : 


2 


THE SUNDAY SOHOOL TIMES. 








Lessons for every Sunday in the Year, was published. 
Its lessons were selected from the Gospels, and were 
designed to present a connected sketch of the life of 
Christ and a summary of his teachings. At the same 
time, a book for younger scholars was issued, entitled 
The Story of Jesus, and, two years later, another of the 
same grade, bearing the title, The Wonderful Works of 
Jesus, and treating mainly of our Saviour’s miracles. 
These books met with a cordial reception, and were 
widely used. In 1873, the publication of Lesson Leaves, 
containing the text of the International series of lessons, 
and questions on the same, was begun. They were of 
two grades, for advanced and intermediate classes, while 
primary lessons were furnished in the children’s papers 
mentioned, Atthe same time, Notes on the Lessons were 
published in The Morning Star. 

In 1881, The Star Quarterly, a magazine of thirty- 
two pages, wasstarted. It confains an excellent variety 
of Helps to the study and teaching of each lesson, with 
the text and a ligt of carefully prepared questions. A 
page of Notes, obs and selected, is also given, with 
Thoughts and Applications, Topics for Further Study, 
and a brief list of Helpful Readings, referring to popular 
and easily obtainable works, other than commentaries, 
which will assist in getting a full and clear knowledge of 
the lesson. At the beginning of this year a Primary 
Lesson Paper was issued, so that the denominational 
printing establishment now furnishes three grades of 
Lesson Papers, and the Quarterly for Sunday-schools. 

The Sunday School Union was organized in 1834. At 
first it was merely a committee for furnishing books for 
libraries, but it soon developed into an association for 
promoting the interests of Sunday-schools in the churches 
which it represents. It holds an anniversary in connec- 
tion with the annual meetings of the benevolent societies 
of the denomination. Its corresponding secretary tries 
to collect the statistics of the schools connected with our 
churches. The Year Book for 1883, gives the number of 
scholars in these schools as 56,682, with three-sevenths 
of the schools not reporting. The whole number of such 
pupils is not less than 60,000; and during the last year, 
476 conversions were reported in 79 schools. It is fair 
to suppose that as large a number occurred in the schools 
from which no report was received. 

The denomination has felt the stimulus of the modern 
Sunday-school movement. At its various meetings the 
interests of this department of Christian work are given 
a prominent place. Its ministers and members are 
availing themselves of the advantages offered in the 
popular and useful conventions, institutes, and assem- 
blies. A steady growth in the efficiency of our schools 
may be expected in the future. 





PRAYER IN FAITH NOT FAITH IN PRAYER. 
i BY THE REV. T. C. JEROME. 


An editorial entitled as above, in an issue of The Sun- 
day School Times sixteen months ago, contained such a 
careful and needful analysis of human motives, and was 
so blessed to some readers within my knowledge, that 
I trust the editor's thought may be recalled and further 
timely application just now made. The very heading 
of the article, like many of Horace Bushnell’s published 
texts and themes, was in itself a volume. “ Faith in 
prayer,” wrote the editor, “is very common; almost 
everybody has more or less of it. Prayer in faith is any- 
thing but common ; so uncommon, in fact, that our Lord 
questions if he shall find any of it on the earth when he 
comes again. Prayer in faith is a commanded duty ; 
faith in prayer is neither commanded nor justifiable.” 

To apply the editorial, current faith in prayer seems 
to be a conviction that if any person prays, under cer- 
tain trite conditions, as that the prayer be importunate 
and persistent, and offered in the name of Christ, the 
things prayed for will surely be granted. We have only 
to pray long enough and earnestly enough. If quiet 
petitions fail, then we must clamor. “ Cry aloud, for he 
is a God: either he is talking, or hunting, or journeying, 
or peradventure asleep, and must be awaked.” Such is 
too often the kind of God made to our churches. The 
appeal for the conversion of soulsis: “ Keep on praying. 
Especially depend on the magical Week of Prayer,” 
following immediately the month of extreme dissipation. 
Of the Week of Prayer fails of fruit, the Church can 
offer no explanation except that we doubtless have not 
prayed enough. Instead of searching ourselves to see 
what in us may be contrary to God’s will, or instead of 
performing with regularity and fidelity the other duties 
which God has laid upon us, we continue multiplying 
public prayers and prolonging “ protracted meetings.” 

Some churches are now in the height of powerful 
revivals. Other churches are yet more blessed in that 


for years they have been in continuous revival. We, 
with as many, or with more, meetings, wonder why we 
are not likewise visited. Have we not, all these weeks, 
every evening, and perhaps every afternoon and morning 
as well, been “ with one accord in one place” and pray- 
ing vehemently? Why are not souls converted? 

The answer may be found in the words of Isaiah 
59: 1-8, 9-11. These words may well be pondered 
by the Church, when prayer, preaching, and pri- 
vate appeal all seem to fail, andthe Spirit of Power 
to forget his promise. Nay; has every “ iniquity” 
been put away? Has every “lie” been confessed? 
Has all “perverseness” been humbled? Has every 
Christian made restitution for his offenses against 
others, forgiven offenses against himself, and made the 
forgiveness known, that there be no root of bitterness 
springing up to trouble the Church? Have you paid to 
Gad the vows which your lips have uttered and your 
mouth hath spoken when you were introuble? “ Bring 
ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be 
meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith 
the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of 
heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not 
be room enough to receive it.” 

The promised presence and power of the Holy Spirit 
can assuredly be claimed by any believer or by any band 
of disciples just so soon as that soul or that church ful- 
fills every prescribed condition. The salvation of the 
world is within reach of this generation. If the world 
be not saved, sin lieth at our door. Our vital need is 
not of increased faith in prayer, but of increased faith 
in God, and doing whatsoever he commands. 





WALKING IN SHADOW OR SUNLIGHT. 


BY HOPE LEDYARD, 


I was walking along the street the other day when I 
saw a young girl, whom I knew, and a little tot of three 
years, crawling along disconsolately on the shady side of 
the way. It was a side street, and no one was passing, 
so I called out, “Come over in the sun, Mollie.” 

Thegirl looked up, crossed over, and we walked on to- 
gether, the child dancing along in the happiest manner. 

“Why, how pleasant it is on this side!” ex- 
claimed Mollie. “I had no idea it was so warm and 
cheerful. We were half frozen, and I was going to turn 
back.” 

How like that is so many a Christian life? How 
many find the “ narrow way” cold and dreary, and are 
inclined to turn back and give it upentirely. And, yet, 
there is the Sun, and they might walk in his light ; there 
is the bright, sunny path of entire and full consecration, 
of unwavering faith, of perfect submission to him who 
“knoweth the way that I take.” Let us see if we can 
find the way out of the shadow into this sunlight. 

The very darkest, coldest shadow comes from want of 
faith. You are wrapping yourself up in your feelings, 
your attainments, your understanding of God’s Word. 
No wonder you shine dismally, and that the way seems 
cold and dark. Look across; see such as Frances Ridley 
Havergal or Hannah Smith, and, I trust, some among 
your own personal friends, walking in bright sunlight, 
never thinking whether they feel aright or have yet 
attained to anything, never questioning God’s Word. 
It is enough that Christ has been perfect for them, that 
he leads them. 

“Ah! but,” says one, “some lives are full of shadows 
—full of tgouble.” 

Thank God, lives are not like houses—they can be 
brought into the sunlight; and we know that even this 
created sun has power to break away all shadow—how 
much more the Uncreated Sun who longs to shine full 
upon us! [do think we look upon trouble in a very 
unscriptural way nowadays. I am quite sure that in the 
apostles’ time there were many in the church who were 
enduring great sorrow and affliction, apart from the fierce 
persecution which raged, for it may be that great perse- 
cution brings with it an exalted state of mind; so we will 
not consider that at all. But I am sure that many a 
mother, in the apostles’ time, was mourning the loss of 
her darling, many a wife was dragging through years of 
devotion to one who was blind to all her self-sacrifice, 
many a man was beset by terrible business difficulties. 
Yet, did the apostles pity them, and wish it were in their 
power to take the load of sorrow, or sacrifice, or anxiety 
off? “Behold,” says St. James, “ we count them happy 
which endure.” 

Ah! there is the shadow, and beyond, looking at 
the unseen things, shines the clear light of that Sun 
which is risen with healing—healing for wounded, tired, 
discouraged hearts—in his wings. Is it not foolish, 





—no, is it not wicked,—to walk shivering in the shadow, 


when by one step, into full faith and acceptance of God’s 
will, you may be in the warmth of his presence? 





FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


—_——>——— 


MANLINESS AND COURAGE. 
A BY ELEANOR KIRK. ro ae 


“ But do not manliness and courage mean the same 
thing?” a bright, thoughtful boy inquired, after having 
listened to a lecture where these words seemed to be 
used synonymously, 

“No, they do not mean the same thing. A manly 
man must be a courageous man morally, but a physically 
courageous man is not necessarily a manly man. A 
weak body is as likely to enclose a brave, manly spirit 
as a strong one.” 

“T was reading about Nelson the other day,” my com- 
panion remarked, evidently dissatisfied with my defini- 
tions. “ When he was fourteen years old he attacked 
a polar bear with a handspike, and when his captain 
scolded him for it, he said that he had not yet been intro- 
duced to Mr. Fear. .Didn’t that acf prove that Nelson 
possessed true manliness?” 

“On the contrary ; it proved that he possessed phys- 
ical or animal courage which amounted to recklessness 
and contempt of dangerand death. If Nelson had attacked 
the bear with that very inadequate weapon, the hand- 
spike, in the endeavor to save another's life, that would 
have been more like a manly action. Remember, con- 
tempt for danger does not necessarily imply manliness.” 

“ What do you think of the gambler in St. Louis who 
rescued many women and children from the fire?” my 
interrogator resumed. “ He forgot his own life, and lost 
his life too to save others.” 

“There is just this difficulty about it, a manly man 
never gambles.” 

“Oh! that’s what you mean,—is it?” 

“ Precisely ; and right here athleticism comes in. If 
a manly man has time to develop his body, to make the 
most of his physical muscles, then he can be both coura- 
geous and manly. Your St. Louis gambler was an ath- 
lete, and probably supposed he knew just how far he 
could depend upon his strength and agility. When pro- 
longed excitement engenders recklessness, as it is most 
always sure to do, in undeveloped minds, it is much 
easier to go on, to persist even unto death, than to stop. 
Thomas Hughes says that one supreme test of manliness 
is self-restraint, and that ‘it is much easier to be coura- 
geous under the excitement of the shock of battle, than 
when the effort has to be made with grounded arms.’ 
To be able to wait in a great crisis with perfect coolness 
for whatever may come, secure in the thought of having 
done one’s whole duty, is true manliness. John 
Smith has the reputation of being a singufarly coura- 
geous young man. His name is in everybody’s mouth, 
and he is looked up to by every boy in town. He has 
rescued several drowning children, knocked down a 
villain who insulted a poor, unprotected shop-girl, put 
back all of Mrs. O’Flaherty’s furniture that her landlord 
had ordered on to the sidewalk, paid the poor woman’s 
rent, and pummelled the agent for interfering, etc. The 
other day Isaw John Smith coming out of a liquor 
saloon with three or four companions. An hour or two 
after that I met him, and, being very much interested 
in John Smith, as well as in every other young man, I 
took occasion to ask him what it meant. ‘It is quite 
impossible to get rid of those fellows all the time,’ he 
answered with a forced laugh. ‘They are so persistent, 
you see.’ ‘ But,’ I said, ‘ you have the reputation of being 
very brave. Have you not moral courage enough to 
decline such invitations?’ He liked neither the 
taste nor the effect of liquor; he said he had rather 
take a whipping than be seen coming out of a 
liquor saloon, it would almost kill his mother if she 
were to know that he ever went into one,—and yet, 
the Widow O’Flaherty hero, the knock-down and drag- 
out defender of a poor girl, was so deficient in real man- 
liness as to be unable to say No to a degrading invitation. 
Manliness means loyalty to truth, devotion to principles, 
courage to say no, and pluck to give the reason for say- 
ing it.” 

“Tf that’s the case, and I am sure you are right,” said 
my young friend, “ where are all our heroes? ” 

“You will learn to place them where they belong, and 
give them all the credit they really deserve. Only do 
not mistake animal courage for moral courage or manli- 
ness. Itisa very prevalentmistake. Physical courage is 
a grand possession, but without the informing principles 
of true manliness is, generally, as worthless as a lantern 





without a light, or a ship without a captain.” 
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LESSON CALENDAR: 
| First Quarter, 1883. | 


1. January 7.--The Ascending Lord. 


6, February 11.—None Other Name 


7. February 18.—Christian Courage............. 


Deidaidtlbndiececestuciovccvecuanvensen Acts 1: 1-14 
%. January 14.—The Descending Spirit. we 
& January 21.—The Believing People............................ 
4. January 2%.—The Healing Power...........-...-:000000 
6. February 4.—The Prince of LATC....0.........0000 0 ccceee 







ov Acts 2: 1-16 
. ACU 2: 87-47 
oo ACB 3: 1-11 





& Pebruary %.—Ananias and —— ebseaphsdlicencrubtcsdsipentebiniine Acta 6: 1-11 


%. March 4.—Persecution Renewed... 
10. March 11.—The Seven Chosen.. 


tl, March 18.—The First Christian ‘Martyr. senetbewsondield Acts? 7: 64-00, and 8: 1-4 


12, March 25.—Review. 





LESSON VII., SUNDAY 


TITLE : 


» FEBRUARY 18, 1883. 
CHRISTIAN COURAGE. 


LESSON TEXT. 


(Acts 4 
COMMON VERSION, 

18 And they called them, and | 
commanded them not to speak at | 
all nor teach in the name of Jesus. 

19, But Peter and John an- 
swered and said unto them, 
Whether it be right in the sight 
of God to hearken unto you more 


the things which we have seen 
and heard. 

21. 80 when they had further 
threatened them, they let them 
go, finding nothing how they 
might punish them, because of 
the people: for all men glorified 
God for that which was done. 

22. For the man was above for- 
ty years old, on whom this wira- 
cle of healing was shewed. 

28. And being let go, they went 
to their own company, and re- 
ported all that the chief priests 
yand elders had said unto them. 

24. And when they heard that, 
they lifted up their voice in God 
with one accord, and said, Lord, 
thou art God, which hast made 
heaven, and earth, and the sea, 
and. al] that in them is; 

25. Who by the mouth of thy 
servant David hast said, Why did 
the heathen rage, and the people 
imagine vain things? 

26. The kings of the earth stood 
up, and the rulers were gathered | 
together against the Lord, and 
against his Christ. 

27. For of a truth against thy 
holy child Jesus, whom thou hast 
anointed, both Herod, and Pon- 
tius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and 
the people of Israel, were gath- 


28. For to do whatsoever thy 
band and thy determined 
before to be done. 


29. And now, Lord, kehold their 
threatenings: and grant unto thy 
servants, that with all boldness 
they may speak thy word, 

#0. By stretching forth thine 
hand to heal: and that signs aud 
wonders may be done by the 
name of thy holy child Jesus. 

$1. And when they had prayed, 
the place was shaken where they | 
were assembled together; and! 
they were all filled with the Holy ' 
Ghost, and they spake the word | 
ef God with boldness. 








: 18-31.) 


REVISED VERSION. 


18 And they ealled them, and 
charged them not to speak at 
all nor teach in the name of 

19 Jesus.. But Peter and John 
answered and said unto 
them, Whether it be right in 
the sight of God to, hearken 
unto you rather than unto God, 

20 judge ye: for we cannot but 
speak the things which we saw 

21 and heard. Amd they, when 
they had further threatened 
them, let them go, finding 
nothing how they might pun- 
ish them, because of the peo- 
ple; for all men glorified God 

22 for that which was done. For 
the man was more than forty 
years old, on whom this ! mir- 
acle of healing was wrought. 

23 «And being let go, they came 
to their own company, and re- 
ported all that the chief priests 
and the elders had said unto 

24 them. And they, when they 
heard it, lifted up their voice 
to God with one accord, and 
said, O ® Lord, * thou that didst 
make the heaven and the earth 
and the sea, and all that in 

25 them is: ‘who by the Holy 
Ghost, by the mouth of our 
father David thy servant didst 
Say, 

Why did the Gentiles rage, 
And the peoples * imagine 
vain things? 

26 The kings of the earth set 

themselves in array, 

And the rulers were gathered 
together, 

Against the Lord, and 
against his * Anointed : 

27 for of a truth in this city 
against thy holy Servant Jesus, 
whom thou didst anoint, both 
Herod and Pontius Pilate, 
with the Gentiles and the peo- 
ples of Israel, were gathered 

28 together, to do whatsoever thy 
hand and thy counsel foreor- 

29 dained to come to pass. And 
now, Lord, look upon their 
threatenings: and grant unto 
thy ‘servants to speak thy 

80 word with all boldness, while 
thou stretchest forth thy hand 
to heal; and that signs and 
wonders may be done though 
the name of thy holy Ser- 

$I’ vant Jesus. And when they 
had prayed, the place was 
shaken wherein they were 
gathered together; and they 
were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and they spake the 
word of God with boldness. 

1Gr. sign. 2Or, Master 3Or, thou 
art he that did make 4'The Greek 
text in this clause is somewhat un- 
Christ. 


certain. 50r, medidate 6Gr. 
7Gr. bondservants, 








~ LESSON 


PLAN. 


Toric OF THE QUARTER: Power through the Holy Spirit. 
Lesson Topic: Praying for Boldness to Testify. 


1. The 


Threat, v. 18-22. 


Lesson OUTLINE: { 2. The Prayer, v. 23-30. 
3. The Answer, v. 31. 


Gotpren Text: Jf God be for us, who can be against us? 


—Rom. 8 : 31. 


Dariy Home Reapixes: 


WM. —Acts 4:1$31. Praying for boldness. 


T. —Acts 18 ; 87-52. Speaking 
W.—Acts M4: 


with boldness. 


1-7. Speaking boldly in the Lord. 


T. —Phil.1:32-80. Magnifying Christ with boldness, 
fF, —2 Tim. 111-14. Nota spirit of fearfulness. 

$. —2 Tim. 4:1-8. Fighting the good fight. 

§. —Eph. 6:10-20. Speaking boldly as | ought. 





LESSON ANALYSIS. 
I. THE THREAT. 
|, The Command of the Council ; 
Charged them not to speak... oe 
Beat them and charged th 5 be apenk ¢ Acts 5: 
Which say . to the prophets, Pro y Aon unto - (isa. 80 : 10). 
Prophesy ye not, say they to them iene prophesy (Mic. 2: 6). 
ll, The Answer of the Aposties : 


1. To hearken unto you rather than unto God, judge ye. 
ue must obey God rather than men (Acts 5 : 29). 

Feared God, and did not as the king . . commanded (Exod. 1 : 17). 
What the Lord saith unto me, that will I speak q * oe 22: 14). 

Ok - we will not serve thy gods (Dan. 3: 

2. We cannot but speak the things which we saw and heard. 
All that the Lord speaketh, that I must do (Num. 28: 26). 
Ye shall be my witnesses . . . in Jerusalem (Acts 1:8). 
Woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel (1 Cor, 9: 1 ). 


It, The Release of the Apostles : 
1. The Release. 

Threatened them, let them go, finding nothing ... might punish. 
Sought to lay hold on him, they feared the paleee (Matt. 21 ; 46). 
Not They vou e feast, lest a tumult arise (Matt. 26 

not find what they might do: for the 1. (Luke 19; 48). 
2. The Reason. 


For ali men glorified God for that which was done. 
foying, It was never o seen in Israel (Matt. 9 : 33). 
en they saw . lorified the God of Israel (Matt. 16 : 31). 
All the multitude ‘sajomed for all the glorious things (Luke 13:1 . 

1. The faithful witnesses for Christ have had to speak under the pro- 
hibitions of rulers. 

2. The faithful witnesses for Christ always will hearken unto God 
rather than unto men, no matter what dangers may threaten. 

8. The faithful witnesses for Christ have no choice in the matter— 
they musi speak of that which they have seen and heard con- 
cerning the Saviour. 

_ & The faithful witnesses for Christ will find their greatest security 
to lie in their fidelity to their Master. 

5. The faithful witnesses for Christ will find themselves approved 
before the world because of the wonderful works of God done 
through them. 


Il. THE PRAYER. 
i. The Report: 
Came to their own company, 4 Sip +.» said, 
And all that believed were together (Acts 2 : 44). 
The saints . the excellent, in whom is all my deli 
I am a companion of all them that fear thee (Psa. 119: 
il. The Prayer: 
1. Praise to God as creator. 
oe Lord, thou that didst make the heaven wg the earth. 


t power and stretched out arm moe $2: = 
ef bef ys the Lord made heaven and earth (Exod. 20: 11). 
ii things « were made by him (John 1 : 3). 


2. Praise to God as inspirer of prophecy. 
Who by the Holy Ghost, by ... David... didst say, 
Why did the Gentiles rage, etc. 

y counsel shall stand, and I wane my all ny, poneere (Isa. 46 : i». 
There is no wisdom nor . he Lord (Prov. 21 : 30). 
Heathen raged. . . he witesed hile w his wt be. earth melted Pen 46: 6). 

The kings of theearth . . . against his anointed. 
They that hate thee have lifted up the head (Psa. 83 


3). 
Come, all ye heathen, and gather merger pg together (Joel 3 : 11). 
These shall war against the Lamb (Rev. 17 : 14). 


3. Praise to God for fulfillment. 


or of atruth ... against... Jesus .. . Herod, ete. 
Herod . . . slew all the male children . . . in Bethlehem (Matt. 2: 16). 
The whole council sought . put him to death (Matt. 26 : 59). 
We will not that this man reign over us (Luke 19 : 14). 

To do whatsoever . . . thy counsel foreordained. 

The Son of man goeth, even as it is written of him (Matt. 26 : 24). 
Delivered up by the determinate counsel . of God (Acts 2 : 23). 
Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer (Luke 24 : 46). 

4. Prayer for boldness. 


Grant unto thy servants to speak thy word with all boldness. 
That in it I may speak boldly as I ought to speak ( h. o: 20 
And thou, Son of a. be = afraid of them (Ezek. 4 
Power . . . to declare unto Jacob his ST (Mic 3: 8). 
Bold in our God to speak to you (1 Thess. 
5. Prayer for signs. 


That signs and wonders may be done through . . . Jesus. 
Many signs and wonders wrought mans me people mY 5:12). 
ag en. wrought great wonders o— | ce 
These signs shall follow them that believe Rtas 16 ; 16). 
1. Believers naturally keep company together, and look to each 
other for s thy and support. 
Believers, in of omangeney and trial, naturally look to God 
for ariapetay or support, 
. eo even in the face of danger, should be full of praise to 


2. 
3 
4. Believ ers have comfort in the thought that their God is the maker 
5. 
6 


8 (Pre. 16 : 8). 


of all things. 
- Believers ha have comfort in the thought that God foresees the end 
from the beginning. 
. Believers have comfort in Oe thought thet all the and the 
wer and crafty counsel of ha vain as nst 
lievers have Coanfort in ee ght, that a ae that hap- 
ned to Christ occurred as foretold b y the Holy Spi 
lievers have comfort in the thought that the sufferings and 
death of Christ were in God's plan for the redemption of the world. 
%. Believers can obtain boldness in speaking the word through 


10. Solves should not desire ang signs or -* giant for their own 
sakes, but for the furtherance of the gospel 


Ill, THE ANSWER, 


~~ 


ad 


1. The Sign: 

When they had prayed, the place was shaken, 
Before they call, I will answer (Isa. 65 : 24). 
While ... in prayer... Gabriel .. . touched me A es 9; 21). 
Suddenly there came from heaven a sound (Acts 2: 2). 
li, The Answer: 

Filled with the Holy Ghost . . . spake . . . with boldness. 
That ye may be filled unto all the fulness of God (Eph. 8: 19). 
Be filled with the Spirit (Eph. 5: 18) 
Ask whatsoever ye will, and it shall be done (John 15 : 7). 

1. me ye pears er of faith always immediately is answered—though the 

thing-asked for may tarry. 

2. The prayer of faith has power to shake the world. 

&. The prayer of faith results in being filled with the Holy Spirit. 

4. Fn poayer of faith will secure courage to speak the word with 


LESSON BIBLE READING 


BOLDNESS. 
1. Commanded : 
Agaiust (iod’s enemies (Deut. $1 : 6 ; Josh. 1 : 6, 9, 18). 
To keep God’s law (Josh. 1 : 7 ; 23: é; 1 Chron, 28 ; 13). 
In testifying for Christ (Matt. id: 28; 1 Cor. 16: 13; ; Eph, 6: 10), 
In reproving sin (Isa. 58: 1 ; Mic. 8:8). 


2. The Source of: 
Wisdom (Eccl. 7 : 19). 
Grace in Christ (2 Tim. 2 th). 
Distrust of self (2 Cor, 12 ; 1 


hteousness (Proy. 28 : 1). xe ; 
palin Gh pp 14; Heb. 10:2 
Fear of God (Ate & Fa: 
Faithfulness to God a 1%). 
Prayer (Acts 4 : 29 h. 3: Ty eb. 4: 16). 
3. Reasons for: 
er 7 ab ss hpi miata ahead 
10 ; 31512: ah 
Those who trust God a ou. © 
God is with his earvents (Isa. 41 : 10). 
God can deliver (Dan. 3 : 17; Jer. 1:8). 
The Lord delivereth (Psa. 34 7). 


Right zequires (Acts 4 : 19 
1 Goal will rew. (Rev. 2: i. 





LESSON SURROUNDINGS, 


INTERVENING Events.—After Peter's address, the two 
apostles were removed, that the Sanhedrin might discuss 
what they should do without the embarrassment of their 
presence (Acts 4: 15-17). Peter and John having been led 
out, the Sanhedrin admitted the impossibility of denying the 
miracle. By implication, they would have done this had it 
not been “ manifest to all that dwell in Jerusalem.” Being 
unable to brand the miracle as an imposition, they resolve to 
threaten the two apostles into silence, thatthe matter might 
spread no farther. 

Time.—Soon after Pentecost, A. D. 30. 

Piace.—Jerusalem. 

Prrsons.—1l. The Sanhedrin and the two apostles. 2. The 
two apostles and “ their own company.” 

CrrcumsTaNnces.—The results of Peter’s testimony before 
the Sanhedrin were not so encouraging as they had been in 
the two instances wherein he had, witnessed for Christ before 
the people. He had indeed triumphed, in that the council 
found it impossible to punish him and his associate, but he 
had not pricked them in their heart. There was no cry of 
“Brethren, what shall we do?” The rulers, as ever, were 
stubborn in their hostility to Christ and his cause. As inthe 
days of the Saviour, moved by their hatred, they ignored the 
teachings of the miracle, and sought to suppress the truth. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY THEODORE D, WOOLSEY, D.D., LL.D. 


The council, ordering the apostles to withdraw for a time, 
found themselves perplexed what to do with the case, for the 
cure of the lame man was indisputable. All that they could 
do was to threaten them, giving them orders not to speak to 
any one, and claim to do so by the authority of Jesus. 

Verse 18.—And they called them and charged them not to speak: 
at all nor teach in the name of Jesus: The order, if obeyed, 
would entirely shut their mouths in opposition to Christ’s 
commands: “ Ye shall be my witnesses,” and “Go, teach all 
nations.” 

Verse 19, 20.—But Peter and John answered and said unto 
them, Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you 
rather than unto God, judge ye: He might well call upon them 
to decide on such a point, for the Jewish history was full of 
instances, similar in kind, of men of God obeying him at all 
' hazards.—For we cannot but speak the things which we saw and 
heard. Literally, we cannot not speak. It was a moral 
impossibility for them to suppress what they had to say con- 
cerning Christ. Saw and heard: Here we see that Christ’s 
conception of the apostolic office, as consisting above all in 
being witnesses for him, had made a due impression on 
them. Now, too, they must have thought of all this as fore- 
told, especially that they would be delivered up to councils 
(Matt. 10: 17) ; and of his promise that it should be given unto 
them at such times what to speak. The principle assumed 
in the apostles’ conduct that they ought to obey God rather 
than man was not a new one; in a certain sense it is involved 
in the supremacy of conscience that unrighteous laws must 
be resisted and disobeyed ; but revelation had a vast advan- 
tage over moral philosophy in the clearness and trustworthi- 
ness of the moral precepts, and in adding the sanction of God. 
It enabled also unlettered persons to follow the clear light 
which shone into their souls from heaven. 

Verse 21.—And they, when they had further threatened them 
(given additional threatenings after Peter’s answer), let them go, 
finding nothing how they might punish them, because of the people. 
The construction here is a little peculiar: Finding nothing 
introduces the reason why the council let them go unpunished 
because they found nothing. The next clause is, literally, 
as to the how, that is, in regard to the manner in which they 
might punish them.. And this was on account of the people. 
This inability of theirs to find some punishment which they 
could inflict was owing to the popular feeling. They felt the 
need of forbearing to do that which they would have been 
glad to do, if they had not been afraid of the people.—VFor 
all men glorified God for that which was done, It was so public 
a miracle, and so free from any jugglery, such a work of love 
on the part of the apostles, that the people, those who were 
spectators and those who heard of it from spectators, all 
glorified God, as showing in it his love and power. 

Verse 22.—For the man was more than forty years old, on 
whom the miracle of healing was wrought: The relation of this 
verse to the foregoing seems to be that for many years he had 
been known to have a malady from birth which was supposed 
to be incurable. The greater, therefore, the marvel. Possi- 
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- Udy the thought also ts inclatled, thet being se long an object 


of charity, he was well known to a greater number. 

Verse 23.—And being let go, they came to their own company : 
The word translated here and in verse 21 nowhere, I believe, 
in the New Testament means acquit, release after trial from 
charges, but simply release after arrest (John 19: 12,. Acts 
$: 13, do not presuppose a trial, nor is this the case here). 
Nearest to this is the shade of thought expressed in dismits, 
no longer retain (Luke 2: 29; Matt. 15:23). 6 their own 
company. Literally, to their own, to those who especially 
belonged to them, had a special connection with them. 
Whether by this expression a meeting together of the apos- 
tles, or a larger one of the Christians, is intended, must be 
decided by the context, which seems to point to a large gath- 
ering. We may suppose that the body of Christians had met 
for prayer for their deliverance. 

Verse 24.—And they, when they heard it, lifted up their voice 
with one accord to God, and said (or, as “with one accord” is 
emphatic, place it before “lifted up,” as in the original), 
O Lord, thow that madest the heaven and the earth and the sea, 
and all that in them is: The word here translated Lord is 
literally master, especially as used in relation to a slave. It 
is thus used in Luke 2: 29 by Simeon, who reflects the Old 
Testament piety in “ Master, now lettest thou thy servant 
depart in peace ;” so also in verse 24 below, which see. It 
is so used also in 2 Peter 2: 1 very beautifully of Christ “ who 
bought them,” where the allusion to the master of the slave 
is clear. Compare Jude 4and Revelation 6: 10, “ How long, 
O Master, the holy and true,” etc. The passage in Jude is 
interesting as uniting this word (which is the origin of our word 
despot) and the usual word for Lord (in Greek, Kurios) together, 
which latter properly denotes the person invested with legal 
power in the nobler relations (as the husband, guardian, etc.), 
but may denote also master in the mere personal one. 

Verse 25.— Who by the Holy Ghost, [by] the mouth of our 
father David, thy servant, didst say: The revisers here, in a 
marginal note, call attention to the uncertainty of the text. 
The sentence runs “who our father through the Holy Spirit, 
David thy servant spoke,” showing a confusion of two clauses; 
our father .. . David thy servant being separated, and 
through the Holy Spirit coming between the parts. One or 
the other clause is an interpolation; and probably “through 
the Holy Spirit” is the true reading, otherwise the preposi- 
tion auswering to through must be repeated before the mouth 
of. Dawid, thy servant ; literally, thy bey. Compare the note 
on 3: 12.—Didst say, Why did the Gentiles rage, and the peoples 
imagine vain things? This passage of Psalm 2 inthe Septuagint 
which Luke follows, If the Psalm was written by David, it 
would seem to look forward to one of his posterity, who was 
seen in vision to be attacked by a powerful combination of, 
enemies. God takes his part; calls him his Son; gives him 
the heathen to be his subjects. His anointed, in verse 2, more 
than any other passage in the Old Testament, gave the name 
of the Messiah, or of Christ in Greek, to the hoped-for King 
of Israel. The verses contemplate a time when the kings of 
the earth unite to overthrow the power already exercised 
over them by this Messiah. The Psalm was held to be mes- 
sianic by all the ancient Jewish interpreters, as well as by 
Christ and his apostles. 

Verse 27.—This verse shows the truth of the prophecy by 
its fulfillment in the life and person of Christ.— For of a truth, 
in this city, against thy holy servant Jesus, whom thou didst anoint, 
etc.: For ; that is, this has been fulfilled for. Against thy holy 
servant Jesus: Compare 3:13. Why did the apostle give to 
Jesus the title of God’s servant rather than any other? Was 
it not because, in his mind, the passages of Isaiah, in which 
this title is given to some one who was concerned in saving 
[srael and in suffering for the people, were identified by him 
with the anointed one of the Psalms.— Both Herod and Pontius 
Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of the Jews: Probably he 
puta Herod before Pilate because the kings of the earth are 
spoken of before the rulers; and he names the heathen first 
for the same reason. He thus gives his interpretation of the 
Psalm, from which, perhaps, the received one could not 
widely differ.— Were gathered together, against: Either to do 
injury to or in opposition to. . 

Verse 28.—For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel deter- 
mined before to be done: Here we have the figure of style called 
zeugma, or the use, for the sake of brevity, of one predicate 
with two subjects, with one of which it unites more exactly 
in sense than with the other. Thus in Luke 1: 64, “and his 
mouth was opened immediately, and his tongue,” where opened 
properly belongs to mouth, and not to tongue. So 1 Corinthians 
8:2, I gave you to drink milk, not meat; and 1 Corinthians 
14: 34, 1 Timothy 4: 2. Here God’s hand or power executed 
and his counsel foreordained. 

Verses 29, 30.—And now, Lord, look wpon their threatenings : 
The expression answering to now in this place is found three 
times besides in Acts, and is common in classical Greek, but 
the precise form occurs nowhere else in the New Testament. 
Look upon: An anthropomorphic expression common in the 
Old Testament, imputing to God that his eye had been turned 
away fromsomething. So forgetfulness, sleep, etc., are spoken 
of God without theological truth, in accommodation to the 
ordinary human conceptions of men concerning each other. 





Their threatenings (comp. vs. 17, 21) refers to the council’s 
threats.— And grant unto thy servants to speak thy word with all 
boldness, whilst thou stretchest forth thy hand to heal; and that 
signs and wonders may be done in the name of thy holy servant 
Jesus: The best interpreters make to heal (literally, for healing 
parallel with that signs, eté., may be done). May not the con- 
struction of the last clause depend on grant? Grant to thy 
servants to speak with boldness, in stretching forth thy hand 
for healing (or by stretching forth, etc.), and grant that signs 
and wonders may come to pass through the name (that is, 
through the wonder-working powers connected with calling 
on the name) of Jesus. 

Verse 31—And when they had prayed: The word here 
translated by prayed is found fourteen times in Luke’s writ- 
ings, a few times in Paul’s, and once in Matthew, but nowhere 
else in the New Testament.—T'he place was shaken: That is, 
that place and that only, as on the day of Pentecost the rush- 
ing wind was confined to the room where the disciples met,— 
and they were filled with the Holy Ghost,—a new outpour- 
ing.—And they spake the word of God with boldness: Spake 
implies continuity; kept speaking. 





A BEATITUDE REALIZED. 
BY CHARLES 8, ROBINSON, D.D. 


The peculiar paradoxes of the Christian life are nowhere 
brought to view more evidently than in those dogmatic 
declarations of our Lord himself with which he opens his 
Sermon on the Mount. Each ‘one of the beatitudes there 
pronounced suggests a philosophy which is in utter defiance 
of all legitimate human expectation and experience. The 
world says, “Happy are the opulent and the prosperous:” 
Jesus says, “Happy are the poor.” The world says, “ Happy 
are ye when ye are merry and glad:” Jesus says, “ Happy 
are they that mourn.” Thus the list moves on, a strange 
enumeration of apparent contradictions. Seven classifications 
of positive evils are made, and then the octave is touched with 
a note the most wonderful of them all; it is surely the most 
surprising and preposterous of all things to say in 4 promis- 
cuous assembly, “ Blessed are they which are persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 
Yet this statement is repeated twice in succession, and then 
an application of it is forced directly on those who are listen- 
ing, as iftoconfirm a principle so likely to provoke a dispute 
(Matt. 5: 10-12). 

Now it so happens that in our lesson to-day we have come 
upon a literal fulfillment of this prediction of Christ; the 
disciples are in the midst of severe. persecution, and yet we 
not only find them singing in the exuberance of their joy, 
but the new psalm they sing is handed down to us as a fine 
contribution to the hymnological treasures of the church at 
large. Evidently these brave men are realizing a beatitude, 
and the excellent illustration. they furnish ought not to be 
lost. Let us analyze the verses in Matthew, and then lay 
them alongside of those in the Acts; so we shall easily per- 
ceive the practical help given. 

I. What was it exactly that our Lord declared in the beati- 
tude? We must be just as careful in tracing its limits as 
its reach, or else we shall make a sad mistake at the start. 

1. Its reach includes hard words, harsh deeds, and hateful 
insinuations: “Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, 
and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against 
you falsely, for my sake.” Taunts, sarcasms, ridicule—these 
are more difficult to bear than blows; and these are what 
the apostles were now receiving in full measure. 

The word which our Lord used is figurative; he takes his 
trope from the pursuit of a hunter: Blessed are ye when 
wicked men shall “hound” you. Most men of refined feel- 
ing are little moved by mere coarseness. It touches no sensi- 
bility when some rude creature swears at us in the street; 
the barking of a dog would annoy us very much the same. 
The very grossness of the attack renders it comparatively 
ineffective; we pass it by undisturbed. I think we can 
understand something of the equanimity of David under the 
curses of the foul-mouthed Shimei (2 Sam. 16: 5-10). A 
delicate-minded Christian will, like a prairie reed, bend to a 
swift blast of the tempest, and in his graceful yielding find 
safety ; only the lighter winds can make him tremble. The 
day has come when our persecutions consist pretty much of 
insinuations, misrepresentations, and perversions. A shrug 
of the shoulder, a whisper of defamation, a look of suspicion, 
may fling reproach on the most spotlesg reputation. 

2. The limit of Jesus’ language in the beatitude is found 
in two particulars: the reproach must be growndless—note 
that word “falsely :” and it must be religious—“for my sake.” 
That these disciples understood perfectly the distinction is 
plain from what one of them, Simon Petér, wrote long after- 
wards: he says it does not amount to much if one is buffeted 
for his real faults, and deserves the censures he gets; it is 
only when one does well and suffers for it, that the pain 
becomes “thankworthy” and “acceptable to God.” 

Furthermore, the persecution must be for Christ’s sake 
only if we expect it to count in realizing the beatitude. 
Once in a class a somewhat pert lad exclaimed, “I think a 
peevish or quick-tempered man like Deacon Morose will 
make heaven very uncomfortable for the people in that part 





of it he goes to.” The teacher rebuked him: “Some persons 
are hard on Deacon Morose; he is a dear good pious man.” 
The boy continued: “He is not to blame for being pious, 
but for not being pious enough; I never thought he was so 
unpopular for Christ’s sake, but for his own. If he were a 
little more amiable, he would be a good deal more religious.” 
Such a thing is worth thinking of any way. For in another 
verse this same apostle takes occasion to make a frank 
enumeration of particulars which might be easily mistaken 
for unusual grace. In his day thére were some who suffered 
as evil doers,—thieves, gossips, meddlers, and the like; it was 
enough to tell them that this was useless (1 Pet. 4: 12-17). 

II. This being the condition, what was the beatitude? 
How were the apostles blessed in their persecutions? 

1. Reproach for Christ’s sake cuts off one’s reliant pride 
of heart (v. 10). Observe carefully how these men appear 
to forget themselves in the transactions which were causing 
such wonder. If a man does a great good thing he is apt at 
first to become vain of it; but it needs only the briefest 
experience of success to discover that great good things are 
what the world hates and maligns the most. This takes the 


conceit out of his heart, and then he begins to render all the 


glory unto God. 

2. Again: reproach for Christ’s sake drives us nearer into 
close communion with the Almighty himself (vs. 24-30). 
Remember that one of those men who were singing after- 
wards wrote the brave wise words we so often quote (1 Pet. 
4: 17-19). It is not difficult to dare men when one fully 
trusts God; magnanimity towards a foe is easy when one has 
a friend in his God to whom he may appeal. We conceive 
nobly of David when in the secret cave of Engedi he turns 
away from doing violence unto Saul, and leaves him to the 
dealings of Providence (1 Sam. 24:12). Christ once told 
his disciples that there was a woe upon them if all men 
should speak well of them; they understood him better in 
these hard times when they felt his love so near; he was 
manifesting himself to them as not to the world. 

8. Reproach for Christ’s sake likewise is a blessing because 
it brings one into genuine companionship with the great and 
good of all the ages. How suggestive it is to find these dis- 
ciples of the Lord quoting an ancient psalm as a part of the 
New Testarent hymn they were composing to sing now 
(v. 25). This was precisely what had been told them in 
the Sermon on the Mount: “ Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: 
for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they 
the prophets which were before you.” In days gone by, so 
we are informed, martyrs and confessors used to etch on the 
walls of the dungeons they occupied brief exhortations to 
steadfastness, calls to fortitude, and reminiscences of grace, 
so that those who should come after them in the same prisons 
might have the cheer of the example they set; “seeing, 
would take heart again.” 

4. Finally: reproach for Christ’s sake introduces every 
true Christian into fellowship with the great Apostle and 
High Priest of our profession, Jesus himself. “It is enough 
for the disciple that he be as his master, and the servant as 
his lord” (Matt. 10: 23-25). We look up and seem to see 
these preachers before the same great council that condemned 
Jesus: think specially of John and Peter; when were they 
there last? There were the identical faces, scowling and 
hateful as ever (v.6). In that room Jesus had sat when 
he gave Simon Peter the look which filled his eyes with 
penitent tears; do you suppose Peter was going to give in 
now, and deny the Master again? Or rather, we imagine a 
man like him would take a grand delight in showing in these 
days that he could be courageous if he tried. You must 
turn over once more to Simon Peter’s epistle, and see how 
tenderly this disciple, a sheep going astray once, now has 
returned unto the Shepherd of his soul, and how humbly 
under such memories he exhorts the rest (1 Pet. 2: 21-25). 

We ought not to be surprised at this kind of trial even in 
these easier days. “All that will live godly in Christ Jesus 
shall suffer persecution.” But the beatitude holds. This is 
part of the cost one must count when he first purposes to sur- 
render himself to the Saviour : is the price sufficient ? 

A peaceful life may not always be the most desirable. It 
amounts simply to the reckoning thus: less persecution, and 
so less beatitude. One may live far from conflict, and then 
discover he has been also living far from Christ. 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 

They . . . charged them not to speak at all nor teach in the 
name of Jesus (v. 18). The spirit of the Jewish rulers, ia 
their making this prohibition, is rife in the world to-day ; but 
the method of its expression is less honest now than then. 
Then the rulers said plainly, that they wanted nothing 
spoken or taught in the name of Jesus. Now it is common 
for the enemies of Christ to say, that they don’t object to the 
“pure gospel ;” but they do wish religious teachers would 
let politics alone, and wouldn’t be always harping on tem- 
perance, or applying the Bible teachings to the treatment of 
the Indian, or the African, or the Chinaman, and to habits of 
lying, and of dishonesty in business, and all that sort of 
thing. The gospel of Jesus preached faithfully by his dis- 
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ciples made trouble among evil doers in the first century of 
its preaching; and so it makes trouble in the nineteenth 


Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you 
more than unto God, judge ye (vy. 19). And the putting of that 
question was its answering. Not even the Jewish rulers 
would claim that they ought to be hearkened to, or obeyed, 
as above God. They would, in fact, be understood as speak- 
ing for God; but the disciples were right in suggesting that 
the rulers’ commands andGod’s commands might be at vari- 
ance. In case of such a variance, God’s commands, of course, 
were to have preference. And this is a matter to be looked 
at in connection with all commands of rulers in church,. or 
state, or in fashionable society. Their requirements may be 
—sometimes are—ai variance with God’s word, In such 
case they are never to be deemed binding. Not what the 
church says, nof what the state says, not what society says 
but what God says, settles the question of right and duty in 
every matter. ' 

Being let go, they went to their own company (v.23). “Aman 
is known by the company he keeps.” “Birds of a feather 
flock together.” There are a good many restraints that hold 
men back from the company they would like—company of 
their own sort; but when those restraints are off, the men 
naturally go to their own company. It is Dr. Alexander 
Raleigh, I think, who has brought out this truth most force- 
fully in a sermon from this text. He pictures the restraints 
of the daytime to men of business, to clerks, to mechanics, 
to students, holding one and another to the higher or the 
lower associations, until the evening’s freedom permits them 
all to seek their own company, Then being let go, some go 
to the theatre, some to the bar-room, some to the gambling 
house, some to the library, some to their own homes, some to 
the place of prayer. If you could pick your own company, 
what would it be at this hour? When death loosens the 
restraints of life, you will go to your own company. 

T hey lifted up their voice to God with one accord (v.24). It 
was in praise that they lifted up their voices toGod. And 
it was in view of the rage and threatenings of the opposers of 
Christ that they sounded their praisestoGod. They remem- 
bered that just this state of things had been prophesied. 
They rejoiced that God’s Word was finding fulfillment. That 
is a good way to read God’s providences. When a child of 
God is in any special suffering or bereavement, let him 
remember that whom God loveth he chasteneth ; and then 
let him praise God that these signs of God’s love are given 
to him, If infidels rage, and the people vainly imagine that 
they can permanently hinder the progress of Christ’s cause, 
let believers remember what God has said on this subject, 
and let them rejoice that all this hostility to Jesus is one of 
the evidences that Christ’s cause is making headway in ful- 
fillment of prophecy. 

Grant unto thy servants to speak thy word with all boldness 
(v. 30). That is the prayer for us all ; but it is not the prayer 
of us all, Some of us are very desirous of boldness in speak- 
ing our own words; we want to be courageous in asserting 
our own rights, or in pleading our own cause. Others of us 
want to speak boldly for our political party, or for our per- 
sonal friends; we want to speak without fear the words of 
those whom we represent. But not so many of us pray sim- 
ply and sincerely for boldness in speaking the words of God. 
T hat, however, is what we need boldness for; and to this end 
should be our prayers and our endeavors. It is easy enough 
to be bold in blurting out our own words when we are excited 
by zeal or anger; but it is not easy to declare with courage 
and fidelity the truth as we know it from the Word of God 
in the quiet of ordinary social life, when we find that we are 
alone as its defenders. “Lord, grant unto thy servants to 
speak thy word with all boldness,” 





TEACHING HINTS. 


BY M. C, HAZARD. 


In this lesson we have one of those cases where it is abso- 
lutely necessary to review in order to place the class again 
in the position in which they were left at the close of the 
last lesson,—a position necessary to an intelligent interest in 
the facts now to be considered. The preceding lesson gave 
to us an unfinished story. We should resume the thread of 
the narrative before completing it. 

In reviewing, interrogate the class: 1. As to the nature of 
the question put to the apostles by the Sanhedrin (v. 7). 
2. As to the source of the power of Peter’s reply (v. 8). 
8. As to its respectfulness (v. 9). 4. As to its adroitness 
(v. 9)—“examined concerning a good deed,” etc. 5, As to 


its boldness (10-12). Let the teacher impress the fact that | 


Peter was as faithful in speaking to the rulers as he had been 
to the people, but that the effect was not thesame. The peo- 
ple were pricked in their heart—the rulers marveled. The 
people repented—the rulers resolved to threaten. The peo- 
ple accepted the truth—the rulers determined to try and 
suppress it, 

I. The Threat.—The teacher should point out: 1. The cir- 
cumstances under which the threat was made (see verses 
15-17). It was right after a session of the Sanhedrin, from 
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which the two apostles had been excluded, and in which the 
fact of the miracle had been admitted to be beyond dispute. 
Not being able to deny the miracle, the council resolved by 
a threat to stop the mouths of the apostles, “that it spread no 
further among the people.” They determined to put down 
by force what they could not answer by argument, That is 
ever a favorite method with those who cannot answer and 
who will not receive the truth. 2. The thought of the 
council. They supposed that a threat would be sufficient to 
frighten these men into silence. True, they had testified for 
their Master with exceptional boldness before them, but the 
council as yet had made no expression. The apostles were 
in a manner free to speak. But now the injunction to keep 
silence would have back of it the memory of that cross on 
Calvary. Would these two “unlearned and ignorant men” 
dare to brave such a body asthe Sanhedrin? That body did 
not think so. The perception of the fact that these two had 
been with Jesus did not make so much of an impression as it 
ought. 3. The intention of the council. That is manifest 
in its command: “Charged them not to speak at all, nor 
teach in the name of Jesus,” By this command they meant 
to shut off two things: (1.) The possibility of any more mira- 
cles like the healing of the lame man. (2.) The following up 
of the miracles by effective addresses, such as had brought so 
many to believe in and to accept Christ. If the apostles 
could be kept from speaking at all in the name of Christ, 
they could say no more to helpless men, “In the name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” If they could not teach in 
his name, they could not improve the opportunities afforded 
by their miracles for convincing and convicting the people. 


II. The Reply.—1. The reply of the apostles was an appeal 
to the Sanhedrin’s sense of right. “Whether it be right to 
hearken unto you rather than unto God, judge ye.” The 
government is limited in its right to command ; the subject, 
in his right to obey. God’s authority should be acknowledged 
as supreme by ruler and the ruled. The first question to ask 
with reference to any act is, whether it be right in the sight 
of God. When the right is plain, it is not permissible to 
consult with flesh and blood, nor to yield toman-made statutes. 
2. The reply was an affirmation that God had enjoined them 
to speak. “For we cannot but speak.” Jesus had com- 
manded them to speak—especially in Jerusalem (Luke 24: 
47; Acts 1:8). His last and most sacred injunction was to 
be his witnesses. “Necessity” was laid upon them. That 
same necessity should be felt now. Every disciple of Christ 
should be under a divine compulsion to speak forhim. 8. The 
reply was heroic. It as much as said, We cannot accept lib- 
erty from bonds without liberty of speech ; we can suffer, but 
we cannot keep silence. Illustrative instances of similar 
heroism may be found in the reply of Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego to Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. 8: 16, 17); in the 
behavior of Daniel when all prayer, save to the king, was inter- 
dicted (Dan. 6: 10); in the reply of Luther when urged to 
stay away from the Diet at Worms: “Though there should 
be as many devils at Worms as there are tiles on its roofs, I 
would enter it;” and in the declaration of Socrates, so sin- 
gularly like that made by the apostles: “ Athenians, I will 
obey God rather than you.” 

III. The Release.—Though thus defied, the Sanhedrin was 
compelled to let the two apostles go, because of their fear of 
the people. Their failure was mortifying in the extreme. 
They could not deny the miracle; they could not punish; 
they could not intimidate ; they could not suppress the Word. 


IV. The Prayer—<As a bird released from prison flies to 
its mates, so Peter and John go directly to “their own com- 
pany.” One’s “own company” is a test of character. A 
man may know himself by the kind of company he likes to 
keep. When all restraints are taken away, the company that 
one then seeks is the evidence of what a man is. The first 
thought of the two who had been under trial, when released, 
was of their companions in the faith. Naturally, they turned 
to them for sympathy. To them they made a full report of 
all that had happened to them. This done, the next natural 
impulse was to turn to God in praise and prayer. Their 





prayer, be it noted, is mostly praise. 1. Praise to God as | 
Creator. To believers it is a comfort to think that God is 

the maker of all things—that the universe was not self- | 
evolved. 2. Praise for prophecy. God had foreseen the end | 
from the beginning, and had foretold what should happen. 
3. Praise for fulfillment. What God had foretold they could 
see had come to pass, Every item in the portion of the psalm 
quoted by them they could recognize as kaving been fulfilled. 
They had witnessed the raging of the Gentiles about the 
Saviour, had seen in the resurrection how “vain” was that 
which the people had conceived against Christ, and now they 
perceived that Herod and Pontius Pilate were “the kings” 
to whom David referred. All of these, though opposing God, 
had but carried out his will! Their wrath was made to 
praise God. The thought of all this awoke their praise. 
The company pray only for two things: 1. For boldness to 
speak the Word. They ask God to look upon the threaten- 
ings of the council, but do not ask to be delivered from dan- 
ger. They do not plead that God will destroy their enemies, 
nor shut the mouths of these lions, but only that they may 





not dishonor Christ through cowardice, Though testimony 


had just been so courageously borne, they distrust themselves 
too much te rely upon their own firmness. They pray for 
“all boldness ”—boldness to speak under any and all cireum- 
stances. They pray for boldness to speak, “ While thou 
stretchest forth thy hand to heal.” Testimony then would 
be worth something. The miracles would enforce the word, 
and the word enforce the miracles. 2. For signs and won- 
derg to be done through the name of Jesus. So that the 
name of Jesus might be exalted and honored. In the prayer 
of the disciples there was no thought of self, 

V. The Answer. That was immediate—there was no wait- 
ing. “Before they call, will I answer; and while they are 
yet speaking, will I hear” (Isa. 65: 24). 1. Thesign. “The 
place was shaken.” In that was a hint of Omnipotence, 
With such power back of them, there was no reason for them 
to be afraid. 2. The blessing. “They were all filled with 
the Holy Ghost.” The inward experience of Pentecost was 
renewed. The presence of the Holy Spirit within them was 
necessary to endow them with the boldness they desired. 
3. Theeffect. “They spake the Word of God with boldness.” 
Their prayer was answered. There was no fear of man in 
their hearts. The mandate of the council wes powerless to 
silence their speech. The Sanhedrin had attempted to sup- 
press two living voices, and had succeeded only in causing 
all the voices of the Church to be infused with new life, 
activity, and energy. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER, 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


Recall what the children can tell of the three pictures of 
last week,—the porch, the prison, the court. What did the 
men of the council see in the apostles at which they won- 
dered? In this lesson we shall see if the apostles had less bold- 
ness after the captain and the priests “ laid hands on them.” 
Do you_suppose they were kind, gentle hands? Whatthen? 
After Peter and John stood before them, and they heard 
Peter’s bold answer, they sent the apostles out while they 
consulted together. “What can we do with these men,” they 
said. Everybody in Jerusalem knows about that lame man 
being cured; they see him walking about ; it was a wonder- 
ful miracle, and we can’t deny it. How can we stop them ? 

The truth was, that the rulers, not the disciples, were afraid, 
for they said to each other, “They are filling Jerusalem with 
their preaching about Christ, and they will bring his blood 
on us.” See how sin is sure to bring fear. They did not 
dare to punish Peter and John when all the people knew 
they had been doing good, and some of the court said, “ Well, 
let us frighten them, and threaten to punish if they do not 
stop; they have had one night in prison; we will try threat- 
ening.” They called the prisoners back and gave their 
orders ; a command not to speak at all nor teach in the name 
of Jesus. Were they frightened? This is the way they 
answered the priests and elders, men who called themselves 
servants of God to lead the people in his worship: “ Whether 
we ought to obey you more than God, you may judge. Jesus 
our Master, told us to’ be witnesses for him; he sent us his . 
Holy Spirit as he promised. We cannot but speak the things 
which we have seen and heard.” The priests only answered 
with sharper threats, and let them go; they could not do any 
morg, for all the people joined with the lame man, praising 
God for the love and power of that name which in a moment 
kad cured the trouble and pain of forty years. 

Where did Peter and John go when they were free? To 
their own company, among other disciples and friends of 
Jesus; friends who knew of the prison and the court who 
had tried their Master, and were that day trying his servants. 
Peter and John knew where to find them, and knew they 
would be together there. There was one spot in Jerusalem 
dearer to them than any other; it was where they met to 
pray, where they had waited for the promise, where Jesus 
had met with them, and the Spirit had come down in power. 
What did Peter and John tell their own company? Not of 
fears, nor of the night in chains, but of the threatenings and 
the command the court had given. 

What were they forbidden to do? What help could they 
ask or hope for from that company of Christians? Did they’ 
try to plan how to keep out of the way of arrest, or how to 
escape if the rulers tried to lay hands on them again? Qh, 
no! They had a friend more powerful than the high priest, 
or all the seventy men ef the council, They lifted up their 
voice to God. ‘Their hearts were like one heart, for they all 
agreed to tell their troubles to him and ask his help. Is that 
the wisest thing to do in every time of need? They showed 
in their prayer that they knew the power of God; that he 
“made the heaven and earth and sea, and all that in them 
is.” Then does he not know and care for every one of his 
children, too? They showed that they knew the wisdom of 
God, and that he had helped his servant David to write how 
the kings of the earth and the rulers should be gathered 
together against his Son, the anointed one. They knew how 
true it all was; did not they see and know when Pilate and 
Herod and the people mocked and rejected the Son whom 
God had given to die for the world? Was it strange that 
those who crucified Christ should oppose and try to silence 
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those who spoke in his mame? In their prayer they asked 
the Lord to look on their threatenings; they knew there was 
pity and help and comfort if only the Lord looked. Two 
things they asked for,—boldness to speak, power to work in 
the name of Jesus. What did they ask? When had they 
already shown that God had given boldness? When had 
they shown power to work in the name of Jesus? They 
prayed to the Father for the sake of his Son, and they called 
him by a name which the Father loves to hear,—“ thy holy 
child Jesus.” 

The wonders of that blessed name! They asked to do 
signs and wonders in his name. As soon as spoken, a sign 
was shown to them; the place where they met was marked 
with blessing ; the place was shaken,—not a wind storm, not 
an earthquake, but the proof of the mighty presence of God, 
to whom they prayed. They were all, not only the two who 
had been commanded to be silent, but all were filled with the 
Holy Ghost. How had they asked that they might speak? 
The prayer was answered quickly, “they spoke the Word of 
God with boldness.” Can you tell now the meaning of 
courage? Their courage was not because they were angry ; 
they were not bold in the excitement of rage; it was Chris- 
tian courage, calm and strong in the strength from God. 
They rested on the promises of his word, and were not afraid 
of what men could do. The threats of men were nothing 
when the great God had shown his presence and granted all 
and more than they asked. From the apostles’ example, 
what can you learn to do when you are in trouble? Can 
you answer the question in the golden text? Find out who 
asked it, and what he meant by saying “When I am weak 
then am I strong.” David, when he had many cruel ene- 
mies, said, “What time I am afraid, I will trust in thee.” 
Again he said, “In God I have put my trust; I will not be 
afraid what man can do unto me.” Children are often timid 
and fearful. He who made all things will hear your prayer. 
Ask him to give you, like the apostles, courage to meet every 
fear and trust in him. 

He will just as surely hear and answer as he did the apos- 
tles in the time of threatening. Like them, when you feel 
that God is on your side, you will not care who else may be 
against you ; for he who is on God’s side is on the winning 
side. 

Was not that sad news to bring to the little company of 
Christian disciples? The great council of the Jews was against 
them; what could they do in the face of such opposition ? 





QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MI88 ANNA T. PEARCE. 


What gift of the Holy Spirit did Peter and John mani- 
fest before the council? (Title.) Why is the Christian secure 
against all opposing forces? (Golden Text.) 

What was the decision of the council respecting the case 
ef healing at the gate Beautiful? (Acts 4: 15-17.) What 
command of the Sanhedrin to Peter and John would be alto- 
gether superfluous to many Christians? (Acts 4: 18.) When 
the Devil lays such a restriction upon them, how should they 


reply? (vs.19, 20.) Did Peter and John de right of wrong; 


in withstanding the council? (Consider cautiously Rom. 13: 
1, 2.) Tell clearly on what ground you justify this defiance 
of power? On what ground might we defy civil authority? 
Why did the council release their bold prisoners? (vs. 21, 
22.) Why then did they not fear to condemn Stephen so 
soon after this?. How have we been affected by the release 
of the one party and the death of the other? (Rom. 8: 28.) 
Why is the age of the man who was healed placed on the 
inspired page? When all restraints are removed, where 
does every man go in thought and spirit? (v. 23.) Where 
should he go? (John 12: 32.) Give your view of the mean- 
ing of the last reference. Are trials and threatenings of 
profit to the children of God, or are they not? (v. 24.) 
What view of God is taken in the beginning of this prayer? 
Was this an old, or a new, prayer? Is it right, or wrong, to 
use old forms of prayer previously composed and arranged? 
What quotation do we find in the prayer of our lesson? (vs. 
25, 26.) How long before this was this prophecy written? 
How does God regard the folly of those who resist him? 
(Psa. 2: 4.) How does he regard their sin? (Psa. 2: &) 
Name some in whom this prophecy was fulfilled? (v. 27.) 
What Herod is meant? Review briefly what the Herods 
and Pilate had done against Jesus, In what sense are all 
men the servants of God? (vy. 28.) Is God, then, the Author, 
or only the Controller of evil? Is man’s guilt diminished, 
or unaffected, when his evil deeds are overruled to the great- 
est good? Is prophecy of natural phenomena based on God’s 
omnipotence, or on his omniscience? Is prophecy of man’s 
deeds based on God’s foreknowledge, or on his absolute 
power? Did, or did not, the disciples pray for the removal 
of their trials? (ys, 29, 30.) Is it right, or wrong, to pray 
for deliverance from trouble? Why did the disciples desire 
signs and wonders to attend their preaching? What change 
is made im verses 27 and 30 im the Revised Version? 
Whose presence is indicated in every exhibition of Christian 
courage? (v. 31.) Is this grace needed at the present 
day, or is it not? If so, do you think it is needed in equal 





measure by all,or in varying degrees? Is it, or is it not, 
the duty of all to speak in the name of Christ? 
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HINTS FOR LESSON HYMNS. 


“ Brethren, while we sojourn here.” 
“Father, hear the prayer we offer.” 

“ Onward, Christian soldiers.” 

“Soul, then know thy full salvation.” 
“Stand up, my soul, shake off thy fears.” 
“ Awake, our souls, away our fears.” 
“In time of fear, when trouble’s near.” 
“ Am I a soldier of the cross,” 

“My soul, be on thy guard.” 

“Give to the winds thy fears.” 

“Stand up, stand up for Jesus.” 

“T sing the almighty power of God.” 





ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON, 
BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL, 


In the opening verse of this lesson a conflict of the “ higher 
law” with the human lawgivers, is more apparent than any 
Oriental quality in the action or sentence therein related ; 
and yet the boldness and the justice of the response of Peter 
and John would command far more respect in an Oriental 
court than here. Whatever be the reason, the Orientals are 
still ready to acknowledge such a claim—at least in part and 
to a certain extent—in the presence of, and in opposition to, 
a human tribunal. Perhaps it is in part from a lurking sus- 
picion that inspiration still moves prophets on occasion, but 
oftener it is matter of policy, to shield a retreat from an 
awkward position, under guise of better service to God. In 
such a case the power of the court is fully vindicated, for it 
does not represent (as with us) the power of the government 
or the people alone, but the delegated power of God. The 
whole matter is one which is linked with the Oriental con- 
ceptions of God, with their frequent use of the name of God 
im cases which to us seem pure profanity; and with a vast 
multitude of other facts—facts which, in the aggregate, make 
up the adjustment of Oriental opinion and manners in a 
fashion antipodal to ours. 

So, while Luke’s narrative seems perfeetly applicable to a 
Western proceeding, where a court finds itself in a weak or 
awkward position (especially considering the last clause of 
verse 21), it would not, to an Oriental mind, reflect very 
strongly on the loss of dignity to the council for such a futile 
issue to their proceeding. The whole is a matter which lies 
deeper than the force of any single illustration, and requires 
an Oriental residence, with such a knowledge of Oriental 
views of yielding and compromise as are to be had only by 
observation. In this view, however, the reason for Luke’s 
statement in verse 22 appears to be more than an explana- 
tion of the popular clamor, besides relieving somewhat the 
hypocrisy of the council as disclosed in verse 16 of this chap- 
ter. It is not to be suppose* xt the whole council, contain- 
ing, as it did, a number of upright men, were so utterly con- 
scienceless and hypocritical as they seem from %& purely 
Western interpretation of Luke’s narrative. Their yielding 
to the popular clamor was somewhat different from that of 
the Roman Pilate; different in its surroundings and cloaks 
for conscience, as well as in its results, even if the same in its 
essential weak quality. 

The distinction observed by Luke in the choice of the word 
for “ Lord” in verse 24 (“ master,” “owner” ), is one exceed- 
ingly appropriate to the quotation from the decalogue which 
immediately follows, as well as to the position of the Lord 
with respect to the inferior lords and kings who raged, while 
the Lord Almighty, the author of all, exercises, perhaps, the 
highest conceivable act of supremacy in anointing a vice- 
gerent over all. In the Septuagint, when the same word is 
used of God, it is only once, I believe, used to render the 
name Jehovah, and only once to render Elohim ; being other- 








wise used for Adon or Adonai. But tne later Orientalsdo not 
seem to care for the fine distinction, for a reason that will 
best appear by looking at it from another side. 

Following the train of thought of the disciples in their 
unanimous utterance, the keynote “O Lord,” master and 


owner of all, echoes clear to the end; and it rings through 


the whole creation, so to speak. “Thy hand” performed, 
and “thy counsel” foreordained everything herein that 
should “come to pass.” The Oriental conception of the 
Deity as the intelligence and power which plans and moves 
all the activities in existence, knowing the end from the 
beginning, is one deeply rooted in the Oriental mind, little as 
that mind knows generally of the details of revelation. What 
some of our scientists call “nature” is only a part of the 
Oriental conception of God—or, for that matter, of the Chris- 
tian conception. For the hand of God to execute, and the 
counsel of God to determine what should “come to pass,” is, 
in the mind of the true Oriental, only the natural completion 
of his idea of the Maker and Master and Ruler of all. The 
result could not be otherwise. To “come to pass” is only 
the great Master’s working his will through all his created 
agencies. No theological discussion or opinion is here 
intended to be obtruded, but only a statement of fact as it 
appears to the writer. 

Accordingly, having this general conception of God, it 
would be natural for the later Orientals not to be so careful 
about choosing their word for “ Lord ;” and we find that the 
Oriental versions of the New Testament (not including late 
missionary translations) obliterate the distinction which the 
Septuagint translators made. 

Although the Revised Version of the New Testament is 
not generally so Oriental in spirit as the Authorized Version, 
in this lesson its closer adherence to the Greek has kept the 
Oriental coloring even better. A marked instance is the 
phrase in verse 8, just dwelt upon, where “to come to pass” 
replaces the old “to be done.” In modern English the “to 
be done” would sound (at least) as if attention were to be 
ealled to the instruments God used, either directly or by 
overruling. But “to come to pass” gives the Oriental concep- 
tion of God, supplying the plan and the power everywhere. 

To many it may seem dry work to go over this Oriental 
phase of thought, especially as it consists of many things 
intangible by easy and every-day illustration. But, as seen 


and felt in the subtle Oriental ways of expression, as con- ~ 


trolling even their manner of salutation, their formulas of 
writing, their precepts of behavior, their customs of polite- 
ness, it is not only interesting, but important. It, is well to 
open our eyes tothe fact that whole peoples may have differ- 
ent ways of looking at the same thing, or be capable of seeing 
different sides of the same thing, even if the difference be of 


‘such a sort that other whole peoples fail to appreciate it. 


In verse 30; the expression “may be done” should prop- 
erly be rendered “may come to pass,” in order to preserve 
the Oriental coloring and render the Greek uniformly ; and 
yet the difference is slight when we observe that the “may 
be done” cannot here, as possibly in verse 8, refer to anything 
else than the direct act of God himself. But the Greek and 
the Oriental versions keep the same expression in both 
places, and are not troubled by * .y theological difficulties in 
referring the whole to the we - and the counsel of God. 

“Shaken,” in verse 31, has a verbal, and perhaps explana- 
tory parallel in Hebrews 12: 26, 27, 28, except in the Old 
Testament quotation in verse 26. 





OBEYING GOD RATHER THAN MEN. 


A GLimrse aT EaRLy CHBISTIAN LIFE. 
(From Uhlhorn’s Conflict of Christianity with Heathenism.] 


Not merely at church, but at home also, in their vocations 
and on the street, Christians desired to appear as Christians. 
They guarded with the greatest care against any connection 
with heathenism ; pe ypecre with the utmost conscientious- 
ness everything which could in any way be construed as a 
denial of their faith. Difficult, indeed, must have been their 
task, for their entire life was compassed by a network of 
heathen customs which a Christian must every moment rend 
if he would remain true to his God. 

Many special relations of life brought the Christians into 
still more difficult situations. A master would order a Chris- 
tian slave to do something wholly unobjectionable from a 
heathen point of view, but sinful according to a Christian 

, and yet the slave was completely in the power of 
his master, who could have him, if diso to and 
even killed. How should the Christian wife, who had a 
heathen husband, fulfill her Christian obligations, attend 
divine worship, visit the sick, entertain strangers, distribute 
alms, without offending her husband? How could the officer 
or the soldier perform his duties without denying his faith { 
For long the two callings were deemed incompatible, and the 
officer preferred to resign his position, the soldier to leave 
the ranks, rather than to give up his Christian profession. 
Those who could not do this were often obliged to purchase 
fidelity to their Lord with their blood. Many a person also, 
in order to become and remain a Christian, must have relin- 
quished the trade or employment which brought him a live- 
lihood, All who had obtained a support by the heathen 
cultus, servants, and laborers in the temples, idol-makers, 
sellers of incense, as well as actors, fencing-masters in the 
Ss schools, etc., were admitted by the Church to 

ptism only on condition that they should abandon their 
occu pati and whoever as a Christian engaged in such 
employments was excluded from fellowship, 
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A NEW GUIDE TO RELIGIOUS 
LITERATURE* 


There is perhaps no department of study in which 
theological students are more left to their own resources 
than in that of gaining a working acquaintance with the 
general field of religious literature. There is certainly 
none in which the need of help is more manifest. Out- 
side of a few representative books with which the student’s 
reading has made him familiar, and outside also of the 
text-books which he has used in the theological school, 
there lies the unknown land of biblical literature in 
which the pitfalls are many and the guides few. Goethe’s 
saying, “There are many echoes in the world, but few 
voices,” is as true in the field of religious letters as it is 
in any other department of the world’s study. Who- 
ever, then, provides a trustworthy guide through this 
unknown territory—whoever enables the student to dis- 
tinguish the voices from the echoes—does good service 
to the cause of theological education. 

As regards theological bibliographies or systematic 
lists of religious literature, Germany, of course, is in 
advance of all other nations. There the learner has not 
only the advantage of such popular and accurate books 
as Winer’s Handbuch der theologischen Literatur, but he 
is kept posted on all important additions to religious 
literature by such periodical bibliographies as the Gét- 
tingen Bibliotheca Theologica, which appears half-yearly, 
and gives systematized lists of all the new religious books 
which have appeared since its preceding issue. In 
America the only religious bibliography which is repre- 
sentatively complete, and which has come into popular 
professional use, is Malcom’s Index of Religious Litera- 
ture, which, in its second enlarged edition, was brought 
abreast of the theological literature of 1870, This index, 
however, though reasonably well classified, contains only 
the titles of the books; and it leaves the student unin- 
formed whether the work whose name it gives him 
came from the Halle press two centuries ago, or whether it 
is the latest issue of one of the New York cheap libraries. 

There is need enough, therefore, for such a religious 
bibliography as that which Bishop John F. Hurst pro- 
posed to himself when he commenced this Bibliotheca 
Theologica;—a bibliography which should not be 
exhaustive, but yet sufficiently full for the practical 
needs of the American and English student; which 
should confine itself chiefly to works to be found in the 
English and American markets ; and which should give 
information regarding the size and form of each book, 
together with the date and place of publication, and the 
name of its publisher. Bishop Hurst had at first con- 
templated an exhaustive bibliography of American, 
English, and Continental-European theological works, to 
appear in several large volumes; but he wisely aban- 
doned this more than herculean task in favor of the 
simpler and more practical! undertaking just mentioned. 

The result of the good Bishop’s labor of love is now 
presented to the American public in the form of a handy 
octavo volume of less than five hundred pages. Thesys- 
tem of classification adopted in the work is close. The 


Oh gene gmt Th : A select and ified 
literature. conte Hishop} John uret, 


five chief divisions are devoted respectively to theologi- 
cal introduction, and exegetical, historical, systematic, and 
practical theology. Each of these is again subdivided. 
Thus, the division devoted to historical theology has 
nine sub-heads, under which historical works are classi- 
fied as introductions, histories of theology, histories of 
Christian doctrines, general Church histories, special 


Small | Church histories; books of comparative theology, his- 


tories of missions, biographies, and miscellaneous histor- 
ical books. Where it is necessary, subdivision is carried 
several stages farther, as in the case of general Church 
histories, which are arranged as histories embracing all 


periods, histories of the ancient, medieval, reformation, | 


and modern periods respectively; while under the sub- 
division of histories of the reformation, the works are 
farther classified under the names of the countries to 
which they specially refer. In the whole work there are 
about five thousand titles; a number which is large 
enough to admit all the better books in the various 
departments of theological study. 

In a certain sense, Bishop Hurst’s book breaks new 
ground in American religious bibliography. A pioneer 
book like this must prove useful to the student, however 
imperfect its plan and execution. But this Bibliotheca 
Theologica is excellent in plan; the bibliographical 
notes appended to each title are, generally, accurate; and 
if the actual execution of the work does not quite bear 
out the high expectations raised in the reader’s mind by 
its very complete plan, much can be pardoned in a first 
edition. 

In a work embracing five thousand titles, it is hardly 
possible to prevent more or less names getting into the 
wrong place. It must, however, be confessed that there 
are more mistakes of the kind in this volume than one 
would naturally expect. It is rather alarming to find 
Inglis’s Bible Text Cyclopsdia classified among Hebrew 
grammars and lexicons (p. 36); and the reader’s confi- 
dence in the accuracy of the work is not increased when 
he comes upon Inglis again, credited to another pub- 
lisher, among the concordances (p. 79). The fact is, 
that Inglis is neither a Hebrew lexicon nor an English 
concordance, but a topical text-book. Why should 
Blackie’s Self-Culture be classified as an introduction to 
theology? Ourtiss’s Levitical Priests is not a commen- 
tary on Genesis; nor can The Book of Ruth in Hebrew 
fairly be called a commentary on Ruth. It would be 
easy to add a hundred instances of like infelicity in 
classification. : 

Still more serious, in a practical point of view, is the 
failure on the author’s part to recognize many American 
books as American. Why should the student be sent to 
Clark of Edinburgh for Gage’s Translation of Ritter’s 
Geography of Palestine, when that work is copyrighted 
by the Appletons? Why send to England for an English 
version of Planck’s Sacred Philology, when a translation 
by an American professor can be found in every second- 
hand bookstore? Is there any special gain in going 
across seas for a reprint of Gardiner’s Greek Harmony, 
when the original edition can be had from Draper, of 
Andover ? 

There are other defects in this volume. Theselection 
of books is not always so judicious as it might be. Too 
often important books are dropped out, and others which 
are trivial, or even misleading, are allowed to stand. 
The lists of original biblical texts are very meagre. In 
the division of Exegetical Theology, under the sub-head 
of “Criticism,” there are only four books named, of 
which three—St. Paul and Protestantism, God and the 
Bible, and Literature and Dogma—are from the rational- 
istic pen of Matthew Arnold; but no hint of their 
radical character is given to the student. The fourth is 
a monograph on The Higher Criticism, by W. B. Boyce, 
an English Wesleyan. There are, again, such evidences 
of inaccuracy in proof-reading as the name Guisburg 
for Ginsburg, which stares out of p. 106 in prominent 
capitals. 

In one respect the wisdom of the author’s plan may 
reasonably be challenged. Where book has been pub- 
lished by a publishing firm which has since gone out of 
business, and has passed its books on to another concern, 
Bishop Hurst mentions only the original publishers, and 
does not name their successors, on whose catalogues 
the books in question are now to be found. Im such 
cases he practically leaves the average student without 
a clue to the present publishers. Why, for instance, 
should Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown’s Commentary be 
exclusively ascribed to S. S. Scranton of New York, in 
1874, (really, 5.5. Scranton & Co. of Hartford, 1872,) 
without giving a hint as to the numerous cheap editions 
which have been published in recent years? 

In spite of the imperfections which have been pointed 
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Bishop Hurst’s work is to be commended to the reading 
public as an important contribution to American religious 
bibliography. It is more recent than any other, and it 
gives information which the others do not contain. It 
is to be hoped, however, that before another edition is 
issued, the author may secure that leisure which his 
arduous duties do not at present permit, which will allow 
him to subject his book to a thorough personal revision, 
so as to make it what it ought to be—a safe and accurate 
guide to the divinity student and to the general reader of 
theological literature. 





From the first day of publication of the Revised Ver- 
sion of the New Testament a complete concordance to 
that version has been a daily want. This want is now 
supplied for Americans in a reprint of Mr. John Alex- 
ander Thoms’s Concordance to the Revised Version, which was 
issued in England under the authorization of the Oxford 
and Cambridge Universities. In plan and execution, 
the body of the concordance seems all that could be 
desired. It embraces the marginal readings of the Eng- 
lish revisers as well as those of the American committee, 
and gives notice of a number of other matters which call 
for attention. But, though the preface bears no earlier 
date than August, 1882, the plates are very much worn, 
and the reading often indistinct, and here and there 
hopelessly blurred. It is a pity that so useful a book, 
and one so well planned, should not appear in a more 
serviceable shape. It would have been a kindness to the 
author if the publisher had omitted the very imperfect, 
not to say erroneous and misleading, account of New 
Testament manuscripts and biblical concordances, and 
had printed only that part of the preface which begins 
at the fourth paragraph of page vi. At all events, it is 
proper to warn readers that the first two pages of the 
preface are worse than useless, and are not a fair speci- 
men of the work done in the body of the concordance. 
(8vo, pp. viii, 532, cloth. New York: Charles Scribner's 
Sons. Price, $2.50.) 


Randolph of Roanoke must always be a lurid figure 
in the history of early American politics. His eccen- 
tricity, his originality, his genius, all mark him as in 
many respects the typical Southron of his time. It 
was hardly to be anticipated that an Adams should be 
selected to write the biography of one whose hatred of 
the Adams name was intense; and yet the volume on 
John Randolph in the American Statesman series is from 
the pen of Mr. Henry Adams. Mr. Adams tells the 
story of Randolph’s life from the Northern standpoint; 
and he succeeds in making a book which is readable as 
well asinstructive. The literary style preserves through- 
out a certain vividness and animation even in treating 
the dullest passages of the Virginian stateman’s life; but 
the closing scenes of Randolph’s career are passed over 
with a brevity that suggests a publisher's crisis in get- 
ting the volume to press. (Boston: Houghton, Mifflin, 
&Co. 16mo, gilt top. Price, $1.25.) - 





In pen portraits, crayon sketches, etc., Mr. George W. 
Bungay attempted to so exhibit good and successfu! 
lives as to bring the lessons of these lives to bear upon 
the life-plans of the young. In Traits of Representative 
Men, which is dedicated to “ young men . . . whostrive 
to attain ‘stations of usefulness and honor,” he continues 
the same good work. There are some thirty-five short 
sketches of prominent Americans, living and dead, and 
each is treated in such a way as to bring out the distin- 
guishing qualities of the subject of the biography. Mr. 
Bungay is not a Plutarch, nor even a Whipple; but his 
book is one which young men may enjoy and profit by, 
for all that. The accompanying portraits did not seem 
out of place in The Phrenological Magazine; but they 
seem decidedly out of place in abound volume. (12mo, 
illustrated, pp. 286. New York: Fowler and Wells.) 





WORK AND WORKERS. 


a non 


FOREIGN SUNDAY-SCHOOL ASSOCIATION. 


Many prominent citizens of Brooklyn attended the 
January meeting of the Foreign Sunday-school Associa- 
tion, held, at the house of Mr. A. S. Barnes, to listen to 
yeports of Sunday-school work as carried on by the aid 
of the Association in foreign countries. 

Spain.—In the Sunday-school of Louis L. Rodriguez, 
at Figueras, a hundred and twenty-five children are in 
regular attendance, and in the neighboring village of 
Villa Bertra the Sunday-school numbers eighty. The 





families of three workmen at the latter place were dis- 


| missed by their employer because the children attended 
out in this free criticism of his Bibliotheca Theologica, | this Sunday-school. 


The school of Henry Paine, at 
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Barcelona, is prospering, and has been cheered by the 
addition of several new teachers. The schools of Henri 
Ximenes, at Huelva, have a membership of a hundred 
and fifty children, Copies of the Sunday-school paper 
Ho Amigo are given them, but they cannot supply all 
their pupils with this valuable adjunct to evangelistic 
work. Often this paper penetrates, laying the founda- 
tions of gospel knowledge among Romanists, where no 
spoken words can as yet enter. 

Portugal.—From Lisbon Mr. De Menzes writes his 
thanks to the Foreign Sunday-school Association for its 
help in the mission work among children in that city. 
Two hundred copies of Ho Amigo are given away, and 
are read by adults as well as children. In the Sunday- 
school for Portuguese children, in the island of Madeira, 
Mr. Geerge Smart has now the pleasure of seeing the 
eager and interested faces of a hundred and fifty children 
every Sunday. 

Spanish Colonies—Onuba has been a place of great 
religious darkness, and seemed to offer no opening for 
Christian work. It is hoped that the government will 
soon allow entire religious freedom. Senor Rodriguez 
has a Sunday-school of two hundred and twenty-six 
scholars; and Mr. Atwood, the American Consul, has 
begun a Sunday-school. Sixty scholars.are present, and 
natives crowd about the doors to listen. 

Italy.—The superintendent of the Waldensian Mission 
in Catania, Sicily, tells of a Sunday-school begun by a 
Mrs, Cassia in 1863. Previous to this time she was a 
Roman Catholic, but upon her conversion she immediately 
opened a Sunday-school, which last year numbered a 
hundred and thirty-eight, and now accommodates two 
hundred children. One hundred of the children who 
gathered about the Christmas tree were Roman Catholics. 
“ They know,” he writes, “ that we are Protestants, that 
our children refuse to attend mass, and that our church- 
members come from those who attend our school, and yet 
they send them to us.” 

France.—Louis Pierredon of St. Jean du Gard, 
although only a stocking weaver, has succeeded in preach- 
ing in many towns in the feighborhood of St. Jean, in 
some of which he has begun Sunday-schools. Of the 
eighty-six departments of France, the department of 
Gard takes the first rank in. Sunday-school work as it 
has been the cradle of Protestantism. There are in it 
a hundred and fifty-three,schools and a thousand chil- 
dren. “I havejust réceived;” he writes, “your fifty 
francs for the two Sunday-schools of St. Jean and 
Caderle, this last school being under the direction of the 
Christian Association of Youmg’ People at St. Jean. 
The difficulties of conducting Sunday-school work here, 
where the people are hostile to all bearing the Christian 
name, are great. To the common people the Church is 
everything. In order to go to my Sunday-school at St. 
Germain, it is necessary for me to walk thirty-one miles, or 
hire a private carriage. I have often walked for want of 
means to hire a ecarrriage. At my last visit my usual 
number of twenty-two children were present, and also an 
extra little girl of twelve. ‘Shall I enter your name as 
a scholar?’ I asked. ‘Oh no!’ she replied, ‘my father 
would beat me; he is away to-day, that is why I could 
come.’ ‘ Very well,’ I said; ‘here is a paper or tract 
which you can give to your father.’ This school of St. 
Germain grows slowly in spite of the difficulties which 
Satan throws in the way. Lozare, formerly in the time 
of the Dragonnades, under the reign of Louis XIV., the 
cradle of the faith, is now the hearth of ultramontanism 
and the fortress of infidelity. ‘I go om the third Sunday 
of every month to establish a Sunday-school there, if 
the new law will not prevent it from further meeting. 
I wish at once to establish another Sunday-school at 
Mazamalric, eight miles from St. Jean. At an open-air 
meeting I held there, a hundred people and sixty chil- 
dren attended ; there the hostility to our cause ‘is not so 
great, and it may besoon gaimed. A dozen persons there 
already profess the faith, but it will be hard to find any 
one to take charge in my absence. I have also a pressing 
invitation from the little Free Church of St. André de 
Valborgue to found a Sunday-school there. There is a 
growing interest of Christians in the Sunday-school cause 
since the passage of the new law of our government 
deecreeing secular lay instruction. The urgent need of 
Sunday-schools is laid upon us. Ultramontanism has 
forced the government into the path of suppressing reli- 
gion in the schools, so that the only hope of the fnture 
lies in the Sunday-school. The difficulty for me lies in 
the lack of means. It will cost me two hundred francs 
for traveling expenses for carrying on this work. I trust 
the Lord will send the money, but if he does not I must 
work more hours and gain a little more.” 

The school of Mr. Hennechart Poulain has somewhat 
suffered from the emigration of many of the church- 





members, hand weavers, who are seeking larger towns, 
where they can make aliving at machine-work. He has 
aided Sunday-schools at Caulberg and other places by 
giving papers to the poor children. “ Romanism,” he 
says, “is very powerful in the country. If Protestants 
are not persecuted to death, as in former times, the same 
intolerant spirit prevails. Protestant workmen, and all 
those who have not an independent position, suffer much. 
It is by no means rare to see Romanists refuse to employ 
an individual for the sole reason that he is Protestant. 
The priests make fanatics of their flocks, and the force 
of Romanism lies in the ignorance and superstition of 
its partisans. This is not so in the cities where the gos- 


pel makes sensible progress. The spirit of the citizen is | 


more liberal, and, above all, anti-Roman. Our parish 
is composed of five communes, one thousand Protestants, 
and four Sunday-schools.” 





FLOWER CULTURE IN SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


BY WILLIAM SIDEBOTTOM. 


The committee of the Philadelphia Presbyterian Sun- 
day-school Association appointed to consider the above 
subject made a final report of their work at their January 
meeting. 

The consideration of this subject was first brought 
about by an experience in Philadelphia which resulted 
in good ; some publicity was given to the subject by the 
secular and religious papers, and this led to a corres- 
pondence that required answers; then the Superinten- 
dents’ Association appointed a committee to take charge 
of the matter, and Mr. John Wanamaker, their presi- 
dent, generously agreed to donate four hundred papers 
or packets of seeds to Sunday-schools that would comply 
with the conditions set by the committee. These were: 
(1.) That a midsummer display should be held by each 
school receiving the gift; (2.) Prizes should be offered 
to the scholars who excelled in flower culture; (3.) 
Reports of the result should be made to the committee. 
Six hundred and sixteen schools of various denomina- 
tions were supplied with about two hundred and fifty 
thousand papers of assorted flower-seeds. Thirty-nine 
states and territories, including Canada, were heard from 
and supplied,—extending from the St. Lawrence on the 
north; Gulf of Mexico on the south, and from ocean to 
ocean, thus touching, as was hoped, our entire country, 
and introducing this now recognized agency of Sunday- 
school work in the season when interest is apt to lag. 
The enthusiasm manifested in the work led the commit- 
tee to look for greater results. Reports are still coming 
in. ‘Up to this time a hundred and twenty-one schools 
have complied with last condition of the committee. 
Ninety-one of these were successful, seven were partial 
failures, and thirteen utter failures. In many parts of 
the country the long drought and cold weather defeated 
the plans of the committee. 

In Philadelphia the superintendents of some of our 
schools gave most encouraging verbal reports, not counted, 
of their success in flericulture, and recognized it as a 
means of grace, and they promise to continue the 
“ Annual Seed Sowing, and Midsummer Displays.” 

The committee, in retiring from the work, requested 
the seed-house of David Landreth and Son to continue 
to supply Sunday-schools with seed at such prices as will 
be within the reach of all. The cireular of this firm 
received the unanimous approval and endorsement of 
the Association in the following Resolution : 

“ Resolved, That the Superintendents’ Association of 
Philadelphia endorse and approve the circular of David 
Landreth.and Sons upon the subject of Sunday-school 
flower-seed, and recommend that all inquiries shall be 
ahswered by the same.” 





WORKERS IN COUNCIL, - 


— A convention of the Sunday-schools of Rensselaer 
County, New York, was held in the Presbyterian Church 
in Johnsonville, January 25 and 26. The conditionsand 
needs ot the work in the State were deseribedby Mr. 
J.H. Kellogg, the county secretary, and the advantages of 
township organization and convention work were pre- 
sented by the president of the county Sunday-school 
union, Mr. Lewis E. Gurley. 


SUNDA Y-SCHOOLS. 


— It will be remembered that the International Les- 
son Committee, in announcing the whole Gospel of 
Mark as the subject-matter of the lessons for 1882, 
recommended that scholars should be encouraged to 
commit the whole Gospel to memory. This has been 
done in many instances. The Canal Street Prezbyterian 
Sunday-school of New Orleans, for example, awarded 
medals to fifteen pupils, who had committed Mark, and 





the First Presbyterian Sunday-school, of the same city, 
awarded medals to twenty-one scholars for the perfect 
recitation from memory of the whole Gospel. 

—There are more than twenty thousand Sunday- 
schools in connection with the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, according to the last report of the National 
Sunday-school Union of that church, and these have a 
membership of more than a million and a half scholars, 
and considerably more than two hundred thousand 
officers and teachers, 


— At the annual festival of the First Baptist Sunday- 
school of Montreal, which was held January 19, that 
school held its first “ giving,” as distinct from a “ receiv- 
ing,” celebration. On account of the shortness of the 
notice made in regard to the change in the mode of cele- 
bration, the contributions consisted largely of money. 
There were several pleasant exceptions, however. One 
class had dressed a number of dolls for an infant home; 
other two classes combined, and made forty-seven aprons 
for another benevolent institution, while a fourth class 
made a complete outfit for an old lady in a “home.” In 
reporting the festival, one of the officers of the schools 
says: “It is hoped that another year, with more notice 
given, that a larger proportion of the gifts will be the 
handiwork of the scholars, thus giving them a more prac- 


‘tical lesson in the privilege and blessing of giving: It 


may be said, in conclusion, that the idea was carried out 
mainly owing to the continued advocacy of giving at 
festivals, in the columns of The Sunday School Times, 
and it is hoped that The Times will go on in the good 
work till it has been almost universally acopted.” 


TEMPERANCE. 


—A general state temperance convention for Penn- 
sylvania is to be held at Harrisburg, February 8 and 9. 
Ex-Governor St. John, of Kansas, is to be one of the 
speakers. : 

—Grocer’s licenses to sell liquor, one of the most 
perilous forms of the liquor traffic, from the opportunities 
it offers for secret drinking, have been abolished in the 
island of Jersey. 


—Temperance literature is being placed in all the 
street cars of Jacksonville, Florida, by the Woman’s 
Christian Temperance Union there. The sheets are sus- 
pended on hooks where they will catch the eye of every 
passenger. 

— Not only is temperance hygiene to form part of the 
studies in all the Vermont schools, but all the teachers 
of that State are to pass an examination by November 1, 
1883, in physiology and hygiene, with special reference 
to the effects of alcoholic stimulants upon the human 
system. 

— That the work of the temperance missionary accom- 
plishes permanent good is evident by the fact that since 
the visit of Mr. R. T. Booth, two years ago, to Newcastle, 
England, fifty-six drinking-places have gradually shut 
shop, and four breweries—one of them the largest in the 
town—have been closed. 


—Here is what the Daily Telegraph, one of the moat 
influential of the London dailies, thinks of the temper- 
ance wave in Great Britain: “Official statistics go far 

to confirm the triumphant claim of total abstainers that 
the consumption of strong drink is falling off at. rate 
not distasteful to philanthropists, but suggesting grave 
reflections to a Chancellor of the Exchequer.” 

—When some of the higher post-office officials in 
England objected to the carriers donning the temperance 
symbol of the blue ribbon, the Postmaster-General gave 
orders that the liberty of the carriers should not be inter- 
fered with; and he added that he would be happy to 
have the men wear all the colors of the rainbow, if it 
would only help to keep them from the drink. 


GENERAL. 


—Several native Japanese Christians have forwarded 
an appeal to the American Bible Society, that native 
Christian scholars should be permitted to take partin the 
work of translating the Old Testament. The society 
rightfully regards this as good evidence of the progress 
of Christianity among the intelligent classes of Japan. 
— If God’s forces do not occupy the new ground 
which is being broken in the Far West, the Devil’s will; 
and many a Sunday-school missionary finds, when he 
enters a new field, that Satan has been there before him, 
and has the advantage of a strong position. Heréis a 
leaf from the experience of a missionary of the American 
Sunday-school Union in such a field: “Last Sunday I 
was in a dark place, a village in which are three stores, 
and as many saloons, all open on Sunday, but no Sunday- 
school ; although there are from fifty to sixty children in 
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the day school; there is no preaching in 
English, although a Roman Catholic priest 
comes once @ month. By visiting from 
house to house, and holding two meetings | ” 
on Sunday, I succeeded in organizing a 
Union Sunday-school with fifty-two mem- 
bers.” That single Sunday-school is an 
aarenn Post of the Land's omy. 





BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circulation of The | 


Sunday School Times is given each week. The 
regular edition this week for subscribers is 50,000 


copies. Adwertisers are free to examine the sub- | 
scription list at any time, The uniform rate for | 


ordinary advertisements is 25 cents per agate 
line for each and every insertion, except during 
the months of November and December, when the 
rate is 40 cents per line, 

HORSFORD’S ACID PHOSPHATE 
removes the uncomfortable feeling some- 
times experienced after excessive smoking 
or chewing. 4 


It is not only invalids and children who 
delight in Mellin’s Food, but a large class 
of consumers whose digestions require 
delicate treatment. The food is so nour- 
ishing, so delicious, that it would be 
strange if it was regarded as merely a 
baby’s dish, to be taken as a substitute 
for something else. This preparation has 
become well known in nearly every house- 
hold throughout the country ; butas there 
are always new babies and new invalids, 
it is well to be reminded of some of the 
food’s excellent qualities and that there 
is a preparation which dyspeptics, having 
once tried, will never be without. Those 
with any delicacy of constitution will find 
Mellin’s Food better than medicine, and 
the concentration of nourishing proper- 
ties. Every year increases its popularity 
with the public, who feel confidence in 
the genuineness and the perfection of a 
preparation indorsed by T. Metcalf & Co., 
the well-known druggists of Boston. — 
Boston Sat, Eve. Gazette. 





PECIAL NOTICES. 
Pe Te Bronchial Troches tor Coughs and 
eannot very well do without th — +o 
is not to be compared with ay ery . D. 
Watkins, Ind. Price % x. 











EDUCATIONAL. 


iverside School for Girls, Auburndale 
R circulars, address Miss Delia T. menith. | Principe. 


Dr. Warr: Mil, School, Poughkeepsie, N.Y. For 
Rustngy of. liege. Sy attention to lish Stu- 
dl pils from ‘nit parts of U. 8, Bend for circular. 

op Ki Kindorearten Normal School.— 
AmSitest In Am ‘terms moderate. Good posi- 
EMILY M. —_ Prin. Ed. of Am. 

Kanne agazine. Originator of New rial ; 
Cheap tifal Selentific. Room 70,Bible House,N. Y. 

IN SCHOOL OF ORATORY. 














5th, from 10 to 12 A. M. For 


HRY OND, Prin, 
HAVERFORD COLLEGE, PA. 


THOMAS CHASE, LL.D. (Harv.) President, 
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The Ch Children and the Church, 
And the Young People’s Society of Chris- 
tian Endeavor, as a means of bringing them 
together. By Rav. F. E. CLARK. 

“ This book deserves to be studied and ed over 
poe of fae denomination throughout 


pray 
the coumtey -* GPR say, without hesitation, that few 


hea \duting the last year are worth as 
pn fy: ed mo 48 this is.""-Congregationatist, Jan. 10. 
PRICE, 75 CENTS, POST-PALD, 
Just published by 


Congregational Publishing Society, Boston. | 


GRO, P,. SMITH, Agent. 
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FUNK & WAGNALLS’ 


STANDARD LIBRARY. 


Consists of Travel, Adventure, a a Bog. 
raphy, and Humor, all popular, new and standa 

| Large ve, la - _ paper, artistic cover, 12mo size. 
First boo 


LIFE OF CROMWELL. 
BY PAXTON HOOD. 


Price, 25 cents. 
Subscription for the Year, 26 Numbers, $5.00. 
Armit D.D. says:—“ Your plan is 
outs nd Dhilant ropic.” F 

Pres. Mark Hopkins, D.p. yoy says : — 
“ The attempt of Funk & Wagnal ‘to liter- 
ature in the reach ofthe: masses ae wellay’ of all com- 
mendation.” 

Chas. H. Hall, D.D., says :—‘‘In the great strife 
for the gr it to "the largest number, put me 
down on the side of the masses. I inclose my sub- 
scription for a year.” 

J.P.Newman, D.D., says:— GF ag og alee ny 
the beginning in the mission of Fun k & Wagnalls. 
They have done for the public what long was needed.” 

Ezra Abbot, LL.D., Harvard College, says :— 
“T heartily a approve of your project. I send you my 
subscription. 


CIRCULARS FREE. 


For sale at bookstores and news stands, or sent 
post-paid, by the publishers, 


FUNK & WAGNALLS, 
10 & 12 Dey St., New York. 


New Sacred Songs, 


JAMES McGRANNAHAN. 
PUBLISHED IN SHEET FORM. 





CENTS. 
No. L as e’ve Sighted me pmers Gate, é ‘ 15 
No, 2 of the Soldie e ° e b 
No. 3, ont hat I Had Wings, 6 
No. 4 Behold, I Stand at the Door and Knock, 15 
No. 5 Hallelujah for the Cross, 15 
No. 6& By Grace Are Ye Saved, ° 15 
No. 7. Beloved, now are we the Sons ofGod. :* 15 


The above seven numbers for 80 cents. 
DUETS AND CHORUSES. 
(WITH ACCOMPANIMENT. ) 

Also by James McGrannahan. 


No. Come unto me (duet or solo), 

No. Ay Ho! Every One That Thirsteth (duet), ° 

No, 3. stared ted 0). It Called to the Grave (duet 

No.4 Oh! Mariner Sailing Light Hearted and 

No. & Two Lives; or, the. Difference (duet or 
io 


80) 
No, 6, Nearer Home (duet and chorus), 
No. 7. For God So Loved the World, 


The above seven numbers for $1.40, 
Sent lo any address on receipt of price. 


F. H. REVELL, 
148 and 150 Madison St., Chicago. 
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Teachers’ Bibles.|® 
“OXFORD” 


Revised New Testaments, 
Authorized by the American Committee of Revision 


In various Sizes and Styles of Binding. 








For sale at all bookstores throughout the country. 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS, 


42 Bleecker St.. New York. 





The Album Writer's Friend. 


Containing 300 Cnaie ome & “5 Poetry and Prose for 
writing in Autograp! Sie Fone powers, 
15 cents; handsomely jak in aa 
sameg taken same as cash. Address, 

. 8. OGILVIE. & CO., at Rose Bt., New York. 
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FOR SINGING CLASSES. 


Dr. H. R. Palmer’s — 


Latest Class and Convention Book 
THE SOVEREICN. 


8 the result of many years of experience in elass 
teac and convention work, Dr. PALMER has 
been enabled to present in THE SOVEREIGN the best 
system for elementary teaching ever offered by him. 
A new chart, in colors, teaching tone rela- 
tonskip, price, 5 cents, given with each copy of 


Bin ny | Glees, Part Songs and Choruses combine 
to make a book that Teachers and Scholars will be 


Prive. s $7. 50 doz.$ 75 cts. each if sent by mail. 


Concert Gems for Choruses. 
Adapted and arranged by Dr. H. R. PALMER. 
tag being issued in Six parts of 32 pages 
5 ur are now ready. 
Price, 25 cents each | part 5 $2.00 per dozen. 


By PERKINS and MAIN. 
Ae with new and selected Study, Practice 
and Recreation Songs. Popular Songs for all 


occasions. 
216 Svo pp., $4.50 per doz.; 50c. each by mail. 
A Liberal discownt to Teachers and the Trade. 


BIGLOW ¥ & MAIN, 
76 East Ninth Street, | 81 Randolph Street, 
NEW YORK. CHICAGO. 


SHEPARD CHURCH COLLECTION 


FOR QUARTET AND CHORUS CHOIRS. 


A Fine ategien of Quartets and Anthems a 
novel and stri character, a such com: 
Gounod, Steiner ubenstein, Sullivan, Rheinberge 
Franz, and Schubert, in all about 50 pieces, by about 4 
oted led and 


Dy mi Compiled an 
RICHARDSON and J. RGEss, The solo  ngers 
are well remembered. Price. $1.25. 











Dobson’s Universal 
BANJO INSTRUCTOR. 


Tap Benie in to be quite a fashionable instru- 
— ae gy y so, in ua present improved 
form, Messrs. H. C. and G.C. DoBsON have provided 
in this new Resreatec ot all that is needed, including 57 
bright airs and 22 popular songs. Price, $1.00. 


Ruth and Boaz. 


A_ new Sacred Cantata, of a charming character, 
fairly easy, and just the thing sostve ina very by 
such a c orus as can be easily formed. wd 
and costumes simple and not expensive. By t EA 
ANDREWS. Price, 65 cts., or $6 per dozen. 


The J, CHOIR (1.00) for Choirs, and 
the PIRES, “s \ path by Dr. W. O. 'PER- 
KINS, for Sin; lasses, 4 yt newest and best 
books of the k 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 
C. H. DITSON & OO,, 37 Broapway, New Yorxk. 


A NEW AND ATTRACTIVE 


SERVICE FOR EASTER. 


The Story of the 


RESURRECTION 


In SCRIPTURE and SONG. 
hed Church Service dee Sunday School 


Prepared by W. F. SHERWIN. 

This beautiful service with its Scripture Read- 
ings, and six bright, new Carols by Roor, 
MurRayY, CLARIBEL and SHERWIN, interspersed with 
old hymns, though specially prepared for EASTER, 
is almost equally appropriate for any Sabbath in the 
year. 

Price, Five Cents. 50c. per doz. by mail; 
$4.00 per 100 by Express. 
PUBLISHED BY 


JOHN CHURCH & CO., 


NEW YORK OFFICE 
No. 5 Union Sq Qetare. ; } Cincinnati, 0. 
We have just issued 
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Cards, the bandonmest ever offered for the , With 
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USnoller o on ioor fee. Add vou Sample card sent to any 
er o; omen 


wae “¢ "CO. publics, 
31 Rose Street, N: 














ew York, 








1 an 120 Fagen 
Eslore Bande and 
more t et oo OF the choicest 
Flowers, P’ egetables, and Directions for 
growing. the, iy enough ‘for the C ane Table 
ora H ‘aay esent. Send on your name and post- 
office address,with 10cents,and I will send you a copy, 
postage id. This is not a quarter of its cost. It is 
printed in both English and German. If you after- 
wards order seeds, deduct the 10 cents. 

vick*s Seeds are the Best in the World! 

he FLoRaLGu wry to tell how to get and grow them. 

Viek's Floral a: Pepeiobie Garden, 175 Pages, 6 Col- 
ored Plates, 500 Monee ngs. For 56 cents in paper 
covers; $1.00 in elegant clo In German or English. 

Vick’s Iustrated Monthiy Magazine—32 Pages, a Col- 
ored Plate in every numberand many fine Engravings. 
Price, $1. a year; Five copies for $5.00. — 
numbers sent for 10 cents; 3 copies for 25 =e 


JAMES VICK, RocHEsTER, 


QHALL WE MEET 2 
BEYOND THE RIVER 


ASTINGS. Boston, Mass. 
THE AUTHOR'S COMPLETE EDITION 
of this favorite hymn, sung the world over, but of which only 
ONE-SEVENTH part appears in the hymn books; mailed to 
any address on receipt ap Si — £5 cents we send 
months on trial: 


mn Wi 
THE CHRISTIAN: ae 08 Soc? Ya 


a sectarian- 
to practical irctlantt Gospel Tem —_ «4 


LifTLee LIETL&® CHRISTIANE je Be: 


is be 5 busy, 





pe ony dev 


thing does not do toothers. He is 
much: placed‘ with them. e would also be glad of the other 
vohantie.* '— Mrs. Moody. . C.H.Spurgeon said: “The 
Gvintien is the best that comes Pa hac 
Address H, L. INGS, 47 1, Boston 


NONE BETTER. 









E. W. HAWLEY, 
SECRETARY, 
P. © BOx 3304, 


NEW YORK. 


NONE GHEAPER. 


Mi Women, ts. work. Jas. 
Wanted Witney, arseryman, Rochester N.Y. 


AR: e Best an d Fastest sell- 
A te NEED: and na Bibles Prices reduced 33 
percent. NaTronaL PuBLISHING Co., Phila., Pa. 


Salesmen Wanted. f0sij and. cxPenses. 


nurse! 
CHAS. W. STUART, Newark, Wayne Co., New York. 


BIGEa = PAY 
NO EXCUSE sins Ses." ae 
WM. CO Dt 281 rsh ¥. 
AGENTS W TS Wanted = ard ‘Books & | & Bibles 
Tomi prices seit ines oak ee iohia, Pa. 
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Wonders 
ny a explained, and the beautiful atnloglos between 
the Ses of Nature andthe 7 Hew Ws teousness clearly 
traced ot orris, D. D. Full 
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esting than Romance, oe NTs SWANTE D NOW. 
Address J. C. MeCURD Philadelphia, Pa. 
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SELECTED AT. RANDOM: 
Received a cake of “ Death on Dirt” 
Soap from you some two weeks since, 
which was tested the following washing 
day, according to directions, and proved 
to be just what was represented, and was 
entirely satisfactory in every respect. Am 
satisfied that the cost of the soap would 
be saved in the fuel required to boil the 
clothes, to say nothing of the disagreeable 
steam caused thereby. Have recom- 
mended it to as many as I have seen, 
Mrs, M. E. Bares. 
Bradford, N. H., Jan. 8, 1888. 





From the Boston Congregationalist. 
The “ Congregationalist” knows this 
soap to be as represented, it having been 
tried by members of our staff, and found 
to be everything that is claimed. 





The “ Death on Dirt’’ Soap came duly, 
and has been used according to directions, 
and is the best soap I ever saw, not except- 
ing the Frank Siddalls Soap, of somewhat 
like claims. It is in every particular all 
you claim for it. R. C, A, LATHAM. 

Franklin, Venango Co., Pa., Jan. 8, 1883. 

The Boston Christian Register says: 
“We have received samples of ‘ Death on 
' Dirt? Soap. Before placing the adver- 
tisement in the columns of the Register, 
we have given thorough trial of the soap, 
and are pleased to say that the test was 
in every way satisfactory. We cheerfully 
give this expression of our appreciation of 
the soap.” 


I am very glad to add my testimony in 
favor of “Death on Dirt.” For many 
years I have used Dobbins’ Electric Soap, 
and have often said, when trying other 
kinds, that I had yet to see a soap that 
would go ahead of it. I sent for a cake 
of “ Death on Dirt,” arid thé two washings 
I did with it were very satisfactory. I 
asked my grocer at once tosend for it, and 
he has done so. My washing was done 
in less time, and with far less wearing of 
flesh. Mrs. ©, H. Kei1oee, 

North Amherst, Mass., Jan. 8, 1883. 

The Portland (Me.) Transcript says: 
“We know this soap to be exactly as rep- 
resented, it having been tried, and found 
to be everything that is claimed.” 





Your soap, “ Death on Dirt,” was fully 
ood as you recommended ittobe. M 
fe says it is the best soap she ever used. 

H. H. Futon. 
Washington, D. C., Jan. 8, 1883. 


_—— 


From the Brattleboro’ ( Vt.) “ Household.” 


The “ Household” knows this soap to 
be exactly as represented. 


—_—- 


as 
wi 


Among the various inventions for the 
lessening of household labor, I know of 
none more efficient and acceptable than 
the new soap ‘‘ Death on Dirt.” My wife 
has tried it in different uses of washing, 
and she thinks it the very best in the 


market. en nes 
B. E. Evans, 
See’y Cambrian Mutual Fire Ins. Co. 
Hyde Park, Pa., Jan. 11, 1883. 


Boston Watchman says: “It (‘ Death 
on Dirt’) has been tried by members of 
our staff, and found to be everything that 
is claimed.” 

_Your soap, “ Death on Dirt,” has been 
tried with very satisfactory results, We 
- think it the best for removing dirt that we 
have ever used. JOHN CURRIER, 

South Hampton, N. H., Jan. 9, 1883. 


ae 


I think your soap will wash out every- 
thing but the stains on a man’s character. 
M. H. Brieut, 


Editor Christian at Work. 
New York, Jan, 12, 1883. 











At the bottom of the last page will be found a stat 


A Revolution in Housekeeping. 
“DEATH ON DIRT” SOAP 


(ALLISON BROS., Sole Manufacturers, Middletown, Conn..) 


Is positively without an equal; this declaration is without reservation, and no Housekeeper should rest till she has tested its 
truth ; if all is true that follows, she is almost culpable whe neglects te take advantage of it, and to save health and strength thereby. 


It has caused one of the greatest revolutions in housekeeping that has been known for years ; it makes that dread of all housekeepers, 
the uncomfortable, unpleasant wash-day, to be no more feared and dreaded ; it does away with the steam that injures the walls and furniture ; 
it does away with the unwholesome odors that injure the health ; it is a blessing to all housekeepers, a discovery that turns the old steamy, 
untidy day into a positive pleasure. : 

The Allison Brothers are practical soap-makers, so were their fathers and grandfathers before them. Their soaps have always been 


recognized as absolutely and chemically pure and harmless, long before “DEATH ON DIRT” was added to their list of discoveries. It is 
the proud laurel which crowns their success. 


No Other Soap Will do the Work so Well, 


If you think there is, buy a cake of this, or, if your Grocer does not keep it, send to the Manufacturers for a cake, and compare it with other 
soaps that make similar claims—the result will be you will never use any soap in future but “‘ Death on Dirt.” 


THE WASH-BOILER MUST NOT BE USED, 


The tea-kettle will furnish all the hot water necessary, and an ordinary gas or oil stove will give all the necessary heat ; the wash-water needs 
only to be lukewarm, so a tea-kettle full of hot water will do for a large wash. It washes in hard water freely—this point should be noted if you 


have a scarcity of water, it only needs a small quantity for the largest wash. “DEATH ON DIRT” is far ahead of any other soap for 
washing all kinds of glassware, windows, etc. 


sae The finest laces and most costly fabrics can be safely washed by its use, It makes flannels look like new. (In washing flannels 
put the white ones with your white clothes, and your colored ones with colored clothes.) The most delicately tinted lawns and prints can- 
not be injured by it, but are positively brightened. It sweetens, whitens, beautifies, cleans, and softens all sorts of clothing. “DEATH 
ON DIRT” Soap is a peerless kitchen article. Even the heretofore odious dish-rag becomes sweet, white and clean, under its use, It will 
beautify your pans and dishes, and rob them of the tenacious flavors of fish, flesh, fowl, and onions. 


Instead of the old sloppy way, sensible ladies will try the following tidy way. 


Drrections.—All we do to our clothes is to-put them ina tub of warm water ; then take out one piece at a time ; soap light ; be careful to 
touch soiled places ; then roll up and put them back under the water. Let them remain from one-half to an hour, then take them out, rub 
lightly and the dirt will disappear. Should any dirty spots remain, soap those places again, put back as before ; then rinse in-warm or cold 
water as may be convenient ; then, to the blue water, using less blueing than usual, add a small piece of soap ; then wring and hang out, and 
you will find your clothes cleaner, whiter-and sweeter than can be done with any other soap or @ompound. 


‘“DEATH ON DIRT ” 


Is simply beyond everything else in the soap line for washing very large articles, because it does away with all BOILING and RUBBING, 
in fact it does away with all the unpleasant features of this unpleasant necessity. For OIL CLOTHS it is unsurpassed, one thorough 
application making them look bran new. For BABY CLOTHES it is marvelous; nursing bottles, gum tubes, anything of the baby’s, will 
always be sweet and clean WITHOUT even SCALDING. 


“ Death on Dirt” is Absolutely Harmless, 


Both to the flesh and to clothing ; not only this, but it is beneficial to the skin, having the effects desired by those using fine cosmetics, 
without any of the injurious effects that cosmetics leaves behind, it makes the skin as white and as soft as a baby’s. 


THE DIRECTIONS MUST BE FOLLOWED. 


They are so simple that many think there can be no harm in varying them a trifle, but this will not do; you will find them given 
plainly and thoroughly on the wrapper of every cake of soap. Preserve the Wrapper, keep it before'you in using the soap, and 
do not vary in the smallest particular from the way given there. When you see how.simple and easy the directions are, you surely will 
want to make a trial, and when you have once tried it you never will use anything else. 








The manufacturers are so confident that if you once try this soap for what it is recommended, especially for 
washing clothes, that you will never use amy other, that they are willing to bear all the expense of getting it to you, 
in fact, they will spend more to get it to you than the soap retails for; if you will send 10 cents for a regular 
10 cent cake, they will forward it by mail, and in order to do that it will cost them for a neat box to pack it in and 
12 cents in postage ; this alone is PROOF ENOUGH of the value of the article if it were not really a SOAP 
WONDER this would not do any good, but the Proprietors KNOW that wherever tried it is hailed as an emanci- 
pator from all the ills of wash-day, and that if you once give it a fair test—using it strictly according to directions— 
you will never after use any other Soap, and your neighbors will all want some. - 

There is positively noother Soap made like it ; others may claim the same properties, but a fair comparison will 
satisfy any one that “ Death on Dirt” really has no rival, if you have been using any other for the same purposes 
it will pay you to send for a 10 cent cake of “ Death on Dirt,” providing your grocer does not keep it ; if your grocer 
has “ Death on Dirt” buy one cake and try it, you will always remember the day that you first tried it as a day ofjoy: 











— 


Sold in New York City by Woodruff, Spencer & Stout and Clark, Holly & Ketchum. In Bosten, Mass., by C. D. Cobb & Bros., and 
Andrews, Barker & Bunton. In Providence, R. I., by Daniels & Cornell. In Fall River, Mass., by’ Allen, Slade & Co. In Worcester, 
Mass., by E. T. Smith & Co. In Albany, N. ¥., by Tracy, Wolverton & Wilson. In Troy, N. Y., by H. H. Darling & Brothers. In 
Galveston, Texas, by H. H. Sears. In Jacksonville, Fla., by Wm. Hurter & Co. In Stockton, Cal., by Hammond, Moore: & VYardle¥) and 
all dealers in Pittsfield and Springfield, Mass., and Norwich, New London, Hartford, New Haven, Bridgeport, Conn. 

Ask for “DEATH ON DIRT” Soap, and take no or p@e” A single trial will make yow its life-long friend. 
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Beatty Bt Beatty Buflding, W ashington Ave, 
NEW JERSEY, UNITED STATES OF AMERIOA. 
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Is the best and most agreeable preparation 
in the world for constipation and the disorders that 
attend it. 

Ladies and children, and those who dislike taking 
pills and nauseous medicines, are especially pleased 
with ita agreeable qualities} 

TROPIC-FRUIT LAXATIVE may be used in all 
cases that need the aid of a purgative, cathartic, or 
aperient medicine, and while it produces the same re- 
sult as the agents named, it is entirely free from the 
usual objections common to them. Packed in 
bronzed tin boxes only. Price, 25 cts. Large 
boxes, 50 cts. SOLD BY ALL FIRST-CLASS 
DRUGGISTS, or mailed on receipt of price. 

J. E. HETHERINGTON, Proprietor, 
36 Park Place, New York. 
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When ordering, be sure and mention what kind of Teas 
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ST AINED GLASS SUBS STITUTE. 

We are pleased with the sheets of Artificial Stained 
Glass pasted on the glass in the M.E. Church windows, 
and gladly recommend it to others.—J. W. HARTMAN, 
Bloomsburg, Pa.,July 2, 1882. Itischeap, durable andan 
exact fac-simile of the Genuine Stained Glass. Can be 
applied by any one. Used everywhere. Testimonials by 
thousands, Eaugpic, Se. Colored price list, etc. 
Agents wanted. L. Lum Smith, Pub.Or: autal Casket, 
Agents’ Herald,etc. Sole Licensee,912 Are nst. Phila. Pa, 


Cards, 


rint YourOnn.. 


Large sizes for circulars, <c. 

For pleasure, money making, awe oe 
ld. -Everytiving easy, printed instruc- 
tions. 
Presses, Type, Cards, &c., to the factory 


KELSEY & CO., Meriden, Cenn. 
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31 and 88 Vesey St., ‘Ny | 


, free, | 


Send 2 stamps for Catalogue of | 


WORTH REPEATING. 


—— —-—— 


DEAR HANDS. 
‘(Susan Marr Spalding, in The Atlantic Monthly.] 
ee | oN and worn with ceaseless toil and 


No sastemed grace no dainty skill, had these ; 

They earned for whiter hands a jeweled ease, 
And kept the sears unlovely for their share, 
Patient and slow, they had the will ta bear 

The gy world’s urdens, but no power to 


The fi oe joys of life, the gifts that co 
| The gold and gems that others find so fair 
Dear hands, where bridal jewel never shone, 
Whereon no lover’s kiss was ever ressed, 
Crossed in unwonted quiet on the breast, 
I see, through tears, your glory newly won, 
The golden circlet of life” ’s work wel done, 
Set with the shining pearl of perfect rest. 


THE SABBATH SAVES 
AMERICA. 
[Charles Loring Bruce, in Gesta Christi.] 


It is not enough considered by students 
of progress, how great a gift to the laboring 
classes, and to the whole world, is the 
Christian Sunday. Ithas become so great 
a necessity to the civilized world, that the 
wonder is how the non-Christian races, or 
classic, peoples, were able to do without 
such aday. | 

Plato says; somewhere, that leisure is 
necessary to the acquisition of virtue, and 
that, therefore, no working man can ac- 
quire it. Plutarch calls it one of the most 
beautiful and happy inventions of Lycur- 
gus, that he obtained for the citizens the 
greatest leisure by forbidding them to 
occupy themselyes with any mercenary 
work, 

Christianity early obtained for the work- 
ing classes of the Roman Empire this great 
blessing, and not through the Greek 
method of creating a class of helpless 
helots, but by the institution of the Lord’s 
Day. 

Under the prodigious. impulse of the 
leading races of modern times toward pro- 
duction and the acquiring of material 
wealth, there would have come without 
some such day an absolute breaking down 
of the physical power, &@ wearing out of 
| the brain, and a corresponding moral 
degeneracy. In fact, the Christian Sab- 
bath may be said to have saved the mod- 
ern European and Anglo-American races. 
Had the greed for money never known an 
enforced rest; had the wheels of the fac- 
tory, the hum of the market, and din of 
business sounded through the streets seven 
days as now through six, and no customary 
day called away thoughts to things not 
‘bought or sold and to principles unseen 
and eternal, the modern people might 
have run down to the lowest point of ma- 
terialism, 

The Lord’s Day is the greatest external 
gift of the Christian religion to the work- 
ing classes. The laborer is ensured his 
rest. His production is apparently cut 
short one-seventh; but as in limiting the 
hours of a day’s labor, he is found to effect 
more in the year, owing to the refresh- 
ment and rest given, and his moral value 
is increased. Where the Sunday is made 
a social and religious day (as in New Eng- 
land):.without excessive strictness, the 
working man or woman returns to the 

task revived, and morally, as well as physi- 
| cally, strengthened. 
| In all countries nominally under the 
| teachings of Jesus, this day has relaxed 
the muscles of toil, wiped away the sweat 
of incessant labor, and restored the worker 
to his family, reminding him that he is 
something besides an instrument of gain, 
and — e has other wants than those of 
earth. 





GOLD MEDAL, PARIS, 1878. 


Breakfast Coc, 


Warranted absolutely pure 
Cocoa, from which the excess of 
Oil has been removed. It has three 
times the strength of Cocoa mixed 
with Starch, Arrowroot or Sugar, 
and is therefore far more economi- 
cal. It is delicious, nourishing, 
strengthening, easily digested, and 
admirably adapted for invalids as 
well as for persons in health. 


Sold by Grocers irocers everywhere. 


‘WV.z BAKER & C0., Dorchester, Mass, 
GOOD COFFEE unm! 


r day, at home. 
BS £0 O50. a. en en ansas City, Me. 
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“aia PAY to sell Rubber Printing Stamps. 
Samples free. TAYLOR E BROS, & CO,, Cleveland, Q, 
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on any form by a new and novel 


which for contains PE HENDERSO 
“Revised Instructions on Vegetable and F nes 
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all the latest information known to the author of “Gar 
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PERIO 
Tae SIMPLEST pest Se WMG MCMINE IME 


Perfect in every particular. oy Ty? soa 
WEW HOME SEWING MACHINE 6O., 
30 Union Square, N. Y- 

Chicago, Mis.. Orange, Mass., or Atlanta, Ga. | 


























and Flower Seed for 
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arrangement construc = last season need not write pe it. All sent from m 
s in tion, ® ° establishment warranted to be both Sauk od and true to prin 4 —— 
and is the most COMFORTA. so far, that should it prove otherwise, | agree to refill the ‘ 
BLEand PERFEOT Fit. = ~~ order gratis. My collection of vegetable seed is one of es © 
: mm ~ the most extensive to be found in any American wy ~ " 
TING corset known. . and a large part of it is of my own vowing As the 
Is Appreves by the Best ae ——— original introducer of Early Ohiec and Burbank 
Physicians. P,. Potatoes, Marblehead Early Corn, the Hubbard 
For sale by al leading dealers. ~~ ~ la Squash, Marblehead Cabbage, Phinney’s Melon, 


~ Siete 3 and a score of other mew Vegetables, I invite the patron- 
PRICE BY MAIL, $1 50 % seers 55 age of the public. In the Rar dens and on the farms of AND GRAZING LANDS ARE FOUND ON 
Lady Agents wanted, tg those who plant my seed will be found my best advertise- 


Manufactured by 2 ment. James J. H. Cre ms Northern Pacific R, R. 


SON rerun POv ATC MALO” i» MINNESOTA, DAKOTA, 


SEND 35 ct | cts. or $1.90 for 











ENG ER? URGEON . 
: ATHLETIC SUSPE NDERS. says that most of the Horse aud Cattle Powders sold here are worthless trash. _ ‘He says ann MONTANA. 
0 strain on butions or shoulders. that Sheridan's 
. 3 cents for catologue. Condition Pow. b Dea 
TURNER BROS., Inventors, ders ire abso- 
786 Washington St., Boston, Mass. lutely pureand Low Prices ; LONG Time; REBATE FOR IMPROVE* 
FREE! & By Return Mail A full description of snsely MENT; REDUCED FARE AND FREIGHT TO SETTLERS. 
py’s New TAILor System of Dress F Be N ‘ul to one 
Currine. Daw. "MOODY &00. 31 W. oth. ri =e O. ing on earth FOR FULL INFORMATION, ADDRESS 
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CHURCH FURNITURE. 





Awarded by the United States Commissioners to 


PAINE'S MANUFACTORY, 


48 Canal and 141 Friend Sts., 
Boston, Mass. 
PRICES : $30, 35, 45, 65, 75, 85, 90, 105, 125 to 
$5 PER SET. 


oe will be furnished direct from the Manv- 
at the p= prices as to Furniture Dealers. 








ak Photographs and ice Lists sent by mail am 
a? 
83 |: 
we 
ES 
Ee 

- SHAW, APPLIN & co., 
Parlor, Church and Farnitur 
Street, Rostom. 2183. 
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. Catalogue 
VANDUZEN & TIFT. Cincinnati. O 
HAYWARD’ 


Communion Wine 


Pure Juice of the Grape Unfermented. 
PRICE REDUCED. 


for new circular. 
J.P. HAYWARD. Asner, Mass, 
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PROVIDENCE LITHOGRAPH Co. * 
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OANNER igen: BOOK-CASE. 
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ASSETS ee ae . 


STATEMENT 


OF 


The Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York: 


FP. 8. WINSTON, President. 
For the year ending December 31st, 1882. 


$97,961,317.72 
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Annuity Account. 





No.| ANN. Pay’ts. 











No.| ANN. Pay’ts 









































$107 542,772 62 














Annuities in force, gon, 1 Ist, 1808, - $21,139 81 nnuities in force, Jan, Ist, 1883. 19200 9 91 
Premium Annuities... tiesewe 4,338 20 remium Annuities.... 3,712 4 
Annuities [ssued..i. -cesecsececseceee 2 Annuities Terminated 3,045 34 
60) 25,958 69 60 ~ $25, ,958 69 
Insurance Account. 
No. AMOUNT. No.; AmounNT 
Policies in force, Jan. ist, 1882... 101,499 $315,900,137 || Policies in force, Jan. Ist, 1883... 106,214 $320,554,174 
Risks A d 11,416 37 234,458 Risks Terminated.............,......... 692 23,580,421 
112,906] $353,134 595 112,006) 35,134,595 
Dr. Revenue Account. Or. 
Balance fr Oa i Death Claims. 748.188 40 
|| Ry pala Matured Endowments................. aie kore 
claims— 








74,046 55 

esse 3,139,320 83 
“ Surrendered Policies and Addi- 

tions 3,653,554 66 
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NOTE.—If the New York Standard of four 
plus is over $12,000,000. 








Sreymovrn_L. Hustep, 
Oxvtver H. PALMER, 
RicHarRp A. BOOTED, 
James C. Hoty 
HERMANN C. VON oy PosT, 
Gro. C, RICHARDSON, 
FO og ot H. Rice, 
WiiiraM F. Bancock, 
F. RaTCHFORD STARR, 


FREDERICK 8. 
SAMUEL E. SPROULLS, 
Lucius’ ROBINSON, 
SAMUEL D, BABoocK, 
WILLIAM SMITH BRowy, 
HENRY A. SMYTHE, 
WILLiaM_E, Doner, 
Gores 8. Cox, 

Joun FE. DEVELIN, 


This Company has hitherto restricted its business 
to the healthy portions of the United States, chiefly at 
the North and West. The Company proposes to 
adhere to a policy which has wrought results so satis- 
factory as are shown in the foregoing statement. 

The reasons therefor are stated in the following 


Extract fromthe Annual Report of the Mutual Life 
Insurance Company of New York: 


The question is sometimes asked why the Mutual 
Life Insurance Company not extend the sphere 
of its operations to fore countries, This inquiry, 
indeed, generally comes — of such ~~ 
tries who desiré to share in the ad eS 
insurance in this Company affords, “while® Eland 
that other fem ponien Geces deem it ‘or their interest to ex- 
tend their ness to the West Indies, Central and 
South America and to remote eo and 7 Lemmy gt ae oe 
tries, this Company has seen no reason to 
actio to the area of territory in wh the 
business of tife tmsurance may be safely conducted by 
a company of this State. 

The objections to the extension of its business to 

foreign countries are chiefly these: That it has not 
appeared to be fair and equitaole to introduce into a 
mutual company risks on ‘ives exposed to es liy 
deleterious climatic influences, the effect of which 
would be to impair the equilibrium which ought to 
prevall among all the me rs of a,company, where | 

cation of Resara and of advantage should be | 
a reling rinci It would be unjust to place per- 
sons of distinct - “aifferent race, nabits, and residence 
upon the same 8 plane; in other words, the healthy, 





Company’s Building, 








“The Bc Gchool ‘Tinaes intends to admit only advertisements that are trustworthy. 
the publisher will refund 


BOARD OF TRUSTEES. / 


and a half per cent. Interest be used, the Sur- 


From the Surplus, as appears in the Balance Sheet, a dividend will be apportioned to each 
participating Policy which shall be in force at its anniversary in 1883. 


THE PREMIUM RATES CHARGED FOR INSURANCE IN THIS COMPANY WERE REDUCED IN 1879 
ABOUT 15 PER CENT. ON ORDINARY LIFE POLICIES. 
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FREDERICK woes 
LEwts May, 

OLIveR Harriman, -\ 
THomas Dickson, 
HenrRY W. SMITH, 
JouN H. SHERWOOD, 
Grorer H. ANDREWS, 
RoBERT OLYPHANT, 
GrorcE F. BAKER, 


Beny. B. SHERMAN, 
JOSEPH THOMPSON, 
DUDLEY OLCOTT, 
ANSON STAGER, 


rous, long-lived race, residing in a temperate and 
ubrious climate, under a stable government, should 


ot be called upon to i those livi in an un- 
health fal el » and oO} ace inferior in vigor and 
This does. not even extend its 





business into » Cos pany d f this senntry as are 
deemed insalubrious, ae where it era pe necessary 


involved in the cli Faye 
Hence its business has eon be aes chiefly to. the 
northern and western hp tose id is country. 

does ay ee ~ hy “the oper of 


That it 
this Co: 
tion of ws. however a 
Sz imag be thade-—ci ah 


of Sbligations in a ancien regarded 
asa warrant for the assumption | ptf that of the 
direction and control, in som hat th 
designed to insure the fulfilmen of such obligations. 
Grave coun pinations may at any moment arise out of 
relations, which may be t with veni- 
ence and peril to the Interests of home policy-holders. 
wae _, remoteness of the field of geo offers 
and facilities for frauds, and eugments 
the, tilouities of of ex re. 
That the home fie ee spre scope for the ex- 
ercise of w hatever capaci 
m 


ay 

organized on Taeintained a business 

similar business in the world; and w yet presents, 
in its growth and dev elopment, om resources for a 
safe and prudent expansion of that business. These 
are among the reasons why the glittering alluréments 
to enter into foreign countries have not seemed to out- 


| weigh the possible perils and disadvantages. 


BATES AND LAMBERT, 
General Agents for Pennsylvania and Delaware. 


Chestnut and Tenth 


Streets, Philadelphia. 


@ field eithin wh which m this Company ba ais 
a@ny 








‘We have the largest reta!l stoct fn the United States. 


Preeaton KeondcGe. 
Bankers. 


100 Washington Street, Chicago. 
Receive the accounts of Merchants, Bankers and 
others, 


Issue certificates of deposit. 
Discount commercial paper. 
Loan money on approved collaterals. 


8% First Mortgages 
VANCIS SMITH & GO. modianerois Tac 


v RS & rare 


‘ 
000,000 ; mot a RAISE Co ns & Co. 
Ciawrence, Kam Kansas, and 243 | Broncmay. 


Se 


Church Organs. 


HUTCHINGS, PLAISTED, & CO., 


Cer. of @ and North Greve Streets, 
ass. 


Susee, 
Builders of the nm in the “New Op SovTH” 
CHURCH, Boston, 


SHRIST CHURCH, Baltimore, ST. 
PETER's, Philadel phia, Att SAINTs’, Worcester, 
Mass. FaramaNie” MEMORIAL CHURCH, St. Johns- 
burg, Vv t., and many others. Send for circulars. 


The ESTEY ORGAN 


will deserve the repu- 
tation of former years 
by the continued ad- 
dition of all the em- 
bellishments and im- 
_ provements that costly 
and skilled artisans 
can produce, 
IntusTRaTep Cata- 
Loaves, with elegant 
varied styles, sent 
to ail applicants. 


J. ESTEY &CO., 





















































Our new cata- 
logue will tell 
how safely, easily and 
cheaply you can buy 
clothing for men or boys 

mail. Send your ad- 
dress, and we will forward it 
by. return post. 


Wanamaker & Brown. 
Oak Hall, 
esas and Market Sts., Philadelphia. 
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INDIGO BLUE 233 N. Second 8t., Phila. Pa 
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